
The Parish of St. Edward the Confessor 
  Registered Charity no. 234025

Father Peter Cryan Tel: 01625 423576
E-mail: st.edmacc@gmail.com Parish website:  https://www.st-edward-macclesfield.org.uk/  
145 London Road, Macclesfield Cheshire SK11 7RL (For Parking SK11 7RZ)
Christ the King Pr. School Tel:  01625 466833;           web-site      www. christthekingcheshire.sch.uk
Newsletter for the week of  7th June 2026        Sunday Readings Cycle A         Weekday Readings Cycle II
Readings for Corpus Christi Sunday Deuteronomy 8:2-3; Psalm 147; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; John 6:51-58
Saturday      6th June 5.45pm VIGIL MASS of the SOLEMNITY of the BODY & BLOOD of CHRIST 
Sunday        7th  June 10.30am MASS of the SOLEMNITY of the BODY & BLOOD of CHRIST 
Monday        8th  June 9.15am Mass  (Optional: St. William of York, bishop)   
Tuesday        9th June       (Optional: St. Ephrem of Syria, doctor of the Church)(Optional: St. Columba, abbot)  
Wednesday  10thJune 11.30am Mass 
Thursday     11th June                         FEAST: ST. BARNABAS, Apostle
Friday          12th June   1.00pm (in the Hospital Chapel) Solemnity The Sacred Heart of Jesus
Saturday      13th June10.00am Mass The Immaculate Heart of Mary (11.00am-11.30am & 5.00pm- 5.30pm Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 
Saturday      13th June5.45pm Vigil Mass for the 11th  Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday        14th June 10.30am Mass for the 11th  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Readings for the 11th Ordinary Sunday Exodus 19:2-6; Psalm 100 (101);  Romans 5:6-11; Matthew 9:36-10:8

FINALIST AWARD for CHRIST the KING PRIMARY SCHOOL SCH. 
Weds 17th June 10.00am An invitation to all, including parishioners, who have an interest in the school’s progress to join in 
the celebration of the school reaching the final of the prestigious national Pearson Primary School Making a Difference 
Award which honours the dedication & impact of schools making a real difference in their communities

ORDINATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD:
Two new priests will ordained for the Diocese this year: Deacon Gerard Connett to be ordained Sat 27th June: Deacon 
Kevin Hogan to be ordained on Sat 4th July both at 12 noon at the Cathedral. Please keep them both in your prayers.

DIOCESAN MARRIAGE MASS 2026
Next Sat 13th June 12noon at St. Columba’s, Plas Newton La,  Chester CH2 ISA: parishioners celebrating a significant 
anniversary or married within the last year are invited to to celebrate their vocation to marriage. 
FOOD BANK 
The Food Bank urgently requests on the new app for:- tins of rice-pudding & of fruit; packets of crackers, rice-cakes, instant 
pasta & small pkts of sugar. Also requested: biscuits, squash, tins of beef bolognese, beef casserole, beef curry. Go yourself 
to the app. “Bank the Food” at https://www.bankthefood.com/download-the-app  .    Enter in the Silk Life Food Bank 
postcode SK11 6HS if you wish to preserve anonymity.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC)
Tues 16th June 7.00pm meeting in the parish community room Items for the agenda sent as soon as possible to the Chair: 
John Mears john_mears@outlook.com / 07483 801884;or Sec. Caroline Mottram: caroline.mottram@talk.talk.net

POPE LEO’S ENCYCLICAL LETTER
Now published on the Vatican website. Go to https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/encyclicals/documents/20260515-
magnifica-humanitas.html or go to the English &Welsh Bishops’ website:  https://www.cbcew.org.uk/magnifica-humanitas/

THANK YOU for YOUR SUSTAINED GENEROSITY
 Last Sunday’s Collection  £257.60    S/O May £701.00

GET IN TOUCH QUICKLY –IF YOU ARE SICK If you or your relative enters Macclesfield Hospital or East Cheshire 
Hospice let Fr. Peter Cryan know as soon as possible tel: 01625 423576 or by e-mail st.edmacc@gmail.com 

DIARY OF EVENTS
Sun 21st June Day of Prayer for Life-with collection
Sun 21st June 10.30am Catenians’ President’s Mass
Sun 21st June Father’s Day
Mon 22nd June 11.00am Parish Finance Committee
Thurs 25th June 7pm Penitential Service for Candidates 
Fri 26th June 7pm Confirmation Mass at St. Alban’s
Sun 29th June Peter’s Pence Collection
Fri 17thJuly Fr. Peter’s 50th Ordination Anniversary Celebration
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Corpus Christi and the Poetry of Thomas Aquinas
The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 

or more briefly Corpus Christi, has a long and varied history 
dating back to the early Middle Ages, with the mystic, Saint 
Juliana of Liege (+1258 AD), who, based on private revelations 
from God, advocated for a day celebrating the Holy Eucharist 
outside of Lent. For on Holy Thursday, we also commemorate the 
Eucharist, in its inauguration at the Last Supper, with the three 
days of the sacrificial death on the cross and the victory of the 
resurrection . But Our Lord desired His own day, to foster 
devotion to this Sacrament of Sacraments, the source and summit 
of the Christian life, as our faith has it.  A fruitful read is Pope 
John Paul II’s 1996 meditation on this feast on the 750th 
anniversary of its inauguration.

It is not as though the Church began ‘believing’ in the 
Eucharist in the 12th century, as any perusal of the early Fathers 
of the Church will show, to say nothing of Saint Ignatius of 
Antioch’s letters describing Communion as the ‘flesh of God’ on 
his way to martyrdom (+117 AD). Further back to the very 

beginning, in St. John’s Gospel chapter 6 & Christ’s own Bread of Life discourse, where The Word Himself promises us His 
‘flesh to eat, and blood to drink’., Catholics have always believed that Christ, the Word made Flesh, has left us his very 
‘body, blood, soul and divinity’ present under the species, that is, the appearance or accidents, of simple bread and wine.

But it was Saint Thomas Aquinas who described with unsurpassed clarity the metaphysical reality of the ‘Real 
Presence’, that the Second Person of the Trinity, much as He presented Himself in human nature, now continues to ‘present’ 
Himself to us in the Eucharist.  There is the substance, the reality, of Christ, which we adore, and which we receive in Holy 
Communion. As the Church teaches, unlike regular food, which we turn into our substance, by consuming the Host, we are 
transformed into His divine Being. Hence, the necessity of receiving the Eucharist if possible As Christ taught us in His own 
prayer, ‘give us this day our daily bread’. The Greek for ‘daily’ is ‘epiousios‘, the ‘supersubstantial’ bread. As the 
Catechism puts it, this phrase “refers directly to the Bread of Life, the Body of Christ, the “medicine of immortality” without  
which we have no life within us‘. (CCC, 2837)

Thomas was more than a theologian. Just prior to the establishment of the universal Solemnity of Corpus Christi 
on the Thursday after Pentecost by Pope Urban IV in 1264, he deputed Thomas Aquinas to compose the hymnody for the 
divine office for the feast, and the theologian-philosopher demonstrated himself not only to be one of the greatest 
philosophers and theologians to have graced this good Earth, but also a mystic, a poet and a lyricist of divine inspiration. 
The Dominican retreated to the cathedral at Orvieto, a mediaeval town that stands on top of a cliff, about an hour’s drive 
north of Rome.  Sometime between 1259 and 1264, it was in that same cathedral that Thomas composed the words to the 
ineffable Pange Lingua[Laudate 247]  (Of the glorious body telling[Laudate246]) and the Verbum Supernum (the last two 
verses of each are the Tantum Ergo[Laudate 656] ( Come Adore this wondrous presence[Laudate 657])and the O 
Salutaris[Laudate 655]( O saving victim, opening wide[Laudate 655a]), respectively, along with other prayers and hymns 
still sung throughout the Church ).

As Pope Benedict XVI wrote in his meditation on the aforementioned Saint Juliana of Cornillon, on 17 November 2010:
Urban IV asked one of the greatest theologians of history, St Thomas Aquinas –who at that time was accompanying 

the pope and was in Orvieto – to compose the texts of the Liturgical Office for this great feast. They are masterpieces, still 
in use in the Church today, in which theology and poetry are fused. These texts pluck at the heartstrings in an expression of 
praise and gratitude to the Most Holy Sacrament, while the mind, penetrating the mystery with wonder, recognizes in the 
Eucharist the Living and Real Presence of Jesus, of his Sacrifice of love that reconciles us with the Father, and gives us 
salvation.

As Thomas wrote in Adorno te devote:        Visus, tactus, gustus in te fallitur, Sed auditu solo tuto creditur.
                Credo quidquid dixit Dei Filius; Nil hoc verbo veritátis verius.

Which might be roughly translated:     Sight, touch and taste are fallible in you, but is believed only by hearing alone;  
I believe whatever the Son of God has spoken; there is nothing more true than this word

As Padre Pio  declared,” It would be easier for the world to survive without the sun than to do without Holy Mass.” 

O Sacrament Most Holy, O Sacrament Divine, all praise and adoration be every moment thine!

Extracted and  adapted from an article published in Insight  22nd June 2025 by John Paul Meenan
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Sunday 7 June 2026
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ ( Corpus et Sanguis Christi)

Readings at Mass
____________________

First reading Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14b-16a

‘He fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know.’

Moses spoke to the people: You shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God has 
led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what was 
in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not. And he humbled you and let you 
hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might 
make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes  
from the mouth of the LORD.

Do not forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery,  who  led  you  through  the  great  and  terrifying  wilderness,  with  its  fiery  serpents  and 
scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no water, who brought you water out of the flinty 
rock, who fed you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers did not know.

____________________

Responsorial Psalm Ps 147: 12-13. 14-15. 19-20. 12a℟

O Jerusalem, glorify the LORD!

1. O Jerusalem, glorify the LORD!
O Sion, praise your God!

 He has strengthened the bars of your gates;
he has blessed your children within you. 

O Jerusalem, glorify the LORD!

 2. He established peace on your borders;
he gives you your fill of finest wheat.

 He sends out his word to the earth,
and swiftly runs his command. 

O Jerusalem, glorify the LORD!

3.  He reveals his word to Jacob;
to Israel, his decrees and judgements.

 He has not dealt thus with other nations;
he has not taught them his judgements. 

O Jerusalem, glorify the LORD!
____________________

Second reading 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 ·

‘Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body.’

Brothers and Sisters: The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of 
Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one  
bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.



Sequence: Lauda, Sion

Praise, O Sion, praise your Saviour, 
praise your captain and your pastor, 
with hymns and solemn songs.

Perform what pow’r affords indeed; 
his worth all praises far exceed, 
none can reach his dignity.

A special theme of praise is read, 
a living and life-giving bread, 
on this day exhibited.

Which in the supper of our Lord, 
to twelve disciples at his board 
no doubt was delivered.

Let our praise be loud and free, 
full of joy and decent glee, 
with minds’ and voices’ melody.

For now solemnise we that day, 
which with joy does to us display 
the prince of this mystery.

At this board of our new Ruler, 
of new law, new Paschal order 
abolishes the ancient rite.

Old decrees be new annulled, 
shadows are in truths fulfilled, 
day finishes darkness.

That at supper Christ performed, 
to be done he rightly charged 
for his eternal memory.

Guided by his sacred orders, 
bread and wine upon our altars 
to saving host we sanctify.

Christians are by faith assured 
that to flesh the bread is changed, 
the wine to blood most precious.

That no wit nor sense conceives, 
firm and grounded faith believes, 
in strange effects not curious.

Under kinds two in appearance, 
two in show but one in substance, 
lie things beyond comparison.

Flesh is meat, blood drink most heav’nly, 
yet is Christ in each kind wholly, 
most free from all division.

None that consumes him does rend him, 
none that takes him does divide him: 
received, he whole perseveres.

Be there one or thousands hosted, 
one as much as all received, 
he by no eating perishes.

Both the good and bad receive him, 
but effects are diverse in them, 
true life or true destruction.

Life to the good, death to the wicked, 
mark how both alike received 
with far unlike conclusion.

Form of bread not Christ is broken, 
not of Christ, but of his token, 
is state or stature altered.

The shorter form of the sequence begins here.

*Angels’ bread made pilgrims’ feeding 
truly bread for children’s eating, 
to dogs not to be offered.

*Signed by Isaac on the altar, 
by the lamb and paschal supper, 
and in the manna figured.

*Jesu, food and feeder of us, 
here with mercy feed and friend us, 
then grant in heaven felicity.

*Lord of all, who here do feed us, 
heav’nly guests, heirs, fellows make us, 
in eternal company.

Amen. Alleluia.

St Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), translated by 
St Robert Southwell (c.1561-1595)



Gospel Acclamation John 6:51

Alleluia, alleluia.
I am the living bread that came down from heaven, says the Lord.
If anyone eats of this bread, he will live for ever.
Alleluia.

____________________

Gospel John 6:51-58

‘My flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.’

At that time: Jesus said to the Jews, ‘I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone 
eats of this bread, he will live for ever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my  
flesh.’

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’
So Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 

drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true 
drink. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. As the living 
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because 
of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and died.  
Whoever feeds on this bread will live for ever.’

____________________


