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Newsletter for the week of 25th January 2026        Sunday Readings Cycle A           Weekday Readings Cycle I I
Readings for the 3rd Ordinary Sunday: Isaiah 9:1b- 4; Psalm 27(26); 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17; Matthew 4:12-23 Psalm’s 
Response: The Lord is my light.
Saturday     24th Jan 5.30pm 1st MASS of the 3rd SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME 
Sunday       25th Jan 10.30am MASS of the 3rd  SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME 
Monday      26th Jan  9.15am Mass Ss Timothy & Titus, bishops 
Tuesday      27th Jan                  (Optional: St. Angela Merici, religious founder) 
Wednesday 28th Jan 11.30am Mass St. Thomas Aquinas, priest, religious, Doctor of the Church 

Friday         30th Jan 1.00pm Mass (in Hospital Chapel)
Saturday     31st  Jan 10.00am Mass St. John Bosco, priest, religious founder  

          10.30-11am Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday     31st Jan 5.30pm 1st Mass of the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday         1st Feb 10.30am Mass of the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings for the 4th Ordinary Sunday: Zephaniah 2:3,3:12-13 Psalm 146 (145); 1 Corinthians 1:26-31; Matthew 5:1-12a

FIRST SACRAMENTS PREPARATION
Next Sat 31st Jan Parents Session with a DVD on 1st Reconciliation-the children’s faith journey 10.30am-11.45am at the same 
time as the children have the weekly Saturday morning session- held in the presbytery.

MARRIAGE WEEK 2026
Sat 7th -14th Sat Feb Marriage Week is an annual celebration offering the opportunity to support & promote marriage and 
family life. Jane Deegan the Director for Marriage and Family Life Vocation, is seeking to build a team of volunteers to support 
this vital ministry in the Diocese. With Two Retreat days already another is arranged for this coming April: to volunteer in any 
capacity or to find out more please contact Monika Golembiewska  :monika.golembiewska@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
Jane Deegan   at:   jane.deegan@dioceseofshrewsbury.org  

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSES
3 Marriage Preparation course are offered this year by Shrewsbury Diocese. Each course runs over 2 consecutive Saturdays 
9.30am to 4.30 pm each day: 1) St Clare's Church Parish Hall on the 7th & 14th  February at Downsfield Road, Lache, Chester, 
GB CH4 8HH ; 2) St. Vincent de Paul Church Westleigh Parish Hall on 28th of February & 7th March 2026 at Groby Road 
Altrincham WA14 2BQ 3)Shrewsbury Cathedral Parish Hall on the 21st & 28th March : Entrance: Town Walls Shrewsbury SY1 
1UE.Registration is essential: please contact MONIKA at:  monika.golembiewska@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Tues 10th Feb 7.00pm  meeting of the PPC  in the Community Room. Items for the Agenda to Chair John Mears 07483 801884
john_mears@outlook.com or  Sec. Caroline Mottram 07453 276874 / caroline.mottram@talk.talk.net

FOOD BANK
The Silk Life Food Bank is open to donate items. It is this time in the New Year when struggling people & families often need 
the most help. See the lists on posters e.g.: UHT milk, stewed steak, beef casserole, chilli con carne, instant mash…

THANK YOU for YOUR GREAT GENEROSITY
Last Sunday’s Collection £287.00; Diocesan Retired Priests’ Fund: Retiring Collection £188.15 + Donations £310.00= £498.15

GET IN TOUCH QUICKLY –IF YOU ARE SICK If you or your relative enters Macclesfield Hospital or East Cheshire    
Hospice let Fr. Peter C. know as soon as possible tel: 01625 423576 or by e-mail st.edmacc@gmail.com 

DIARY OF EVENTS
Mon 2nd Feb Feast of the Presentation of the Lord: Mass 9.15am
Wed 18th Feb Ash Wednesday
Sun 1st March CAFOD Lent Fast Collection
Sat 7th March Planned date for 1st Sacr. of Reconciliation
Sun 22nd March Missionary Sisters’ Appeal
Sun 5th April Easter Sunday
Sun 17th May Planned date for 1st Holy Communion
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Why do we say  “In the beginning was the Word” at the start of St. John’s Gospel? 
Why “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us”(Jn 1:14).? Why use “Word”? 

What’s the point of using “Word” about Jesus?
When Christians speak of the Incarnation, a deceptively simple question arises: What was 
incarnated? A concept? A word spoken aloud? A philosophical principle? The Prologue 
in the Gospel of John answers with grammatical care and theological daring. Whatever 
became flesh is named ὁ λόγος — the Logos — and John treats this Logos as someone, 
not something.

Logos: A term with depth and direction
John opens: “Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος” (“In the beginning was the Logos”). 
The Greek word logos carries a very wide rang of meanings . It can mean word, speech, 
account, explanation, argument, or reason. Its root verb, legein, originally means “to 
gather” or “to collect.” A logos is what gathers reality into intelligible order: a 
narrative assembled from events, a rationale drawn from causes, a pattern that makes 
sense of things.

In Greek philosophy, logos could even name the rational structure of the cosmos. John draws on that richness and reshapes it. 
He gives the Logos relationships. 
The Logos is “with” God (pros ton theon), a phrase suggesting orientation and presence, and “was God” (theos ēn ho logos). 
Syntax matters here: The Logos shares God’s nature without being identical to the Father. From the first line, John’s Logos 
relates.

Why “Word” still works — carefully
English Bibles translate logos as “Word,” a choice inherited from centuries of Christian reading. In Scripture, “word” often 
means an effective utterance — speech that accomplishes what it declares. Creation itself unfolds through such speech: Let 
there be … The “Word” in John’s Gospel is God’s self-expression, the divine life communicated outwardly.
This becomes explicit in John 1:14: “καὶ ὁ λόγος σὰρξ ἐγένετο” — “and the Logos became flesh.” The verb egeneto (“became”) 
signals real change in history, and sarx (“flesh”) points to the full condition of human life: mortality, vulnerability, bodily 
existence. With "flesh," John deliberately chooses a term that resists spiritualization. What enters history shares our material 
limits.

Verbum: The Latin inheritance
When Latin Christianity rendered logos as verbum, it used a 
word that combines speech with action. This is the genius of 
Jerome’s translation. Verbum can mean a spoken word, but it 
also gives us “verb,” the word of doing. Other Latin options 
existed — ratio (reason) or sermo (discourse) — yet verbum 
preserved the sense of an utterance that acts.
This choice shaped theology. 
Augustine spoke of the Verbum as the Father’s self-
knowledge, eternally generated, personal, living. The Latin 
term supported reflection on the Son as God’s own expression 
without dissolving him into an abstract principle. The Church 
would later insist, with precision, that the eternal Son assumed 
a complete human nature. As the Catechism states, the Son 
“became truly man while remaining truly God” (CCC 464).

Grammar, not metaphor, settles the question
John’s language is concrete. He writes of the Logos — 
definite, personal — who enters time. Christianity begins with 
the claim that God’s own self-expression has a human history, a human body, and a human name. The Incarnation, in John’s 
telling, is not the arrival of an idea but the advent of a person who can be seen, heard, and touched.

Adapted from an article by Daniel Esperanza published  in Aleteia on 11th january2026

https://www.vatican.va/content/catechism/en/part_one/section_two/chapter_two/artcile_3.html


Wednesday 21st January 2026               Weekly Prayer Custom               The Parish Edition

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 25th January 2026
The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time — Matthew 4: 12-23

As you pray for your loved ones, please remember to pray for the Church and for the families connected to our schools. 
St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church, pray for us. Mary, Star of Evangelisation, pray for us. Glory be to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Remember This Wednesday’s word for our families is COMMUNITY
(To see the Family Version, please visit: wednesdayword.org)

Respond 
& 

Request

Thank God for any insight you may have received, and respond by asking the Holy Spirit 
to bless you with a spiritual gift or help you to grow in a particular fruit of the Spirit. 
You might pray for wisdom, courage, faithfulness, self-control, patience, generosity, joy, kindness, 
love, peace, faith, chastity - or another grace - to help you live out your faith this week.

Did any words or phrases stand out to you in the Gospel? If so, take a few moments to meditate on them.

Hearing that John had been arrested Jesus went back to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went and settled in Capernaum, 
a lakeside town on the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun! 
Land of Naphtali! Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan, Galilee of the nations! The people that lived in darkness has seen a great 
light; on those who dwell in the land and shadow of death a light has dawned.” From that moment Jesus began his preaching with 
the message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw two brothers, 
Simon, who was called Peter, and his brother Andrew; they were making a cast in the lake with their net, for they were fishermen. 
And he said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” And they left their nets at once and followed him. Going on 
from there he saw another pair of brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they were in their boat with their father 
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. At once, leaving their boat and their father, they followed him. He went round 
the whole of Galilee teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the Good News of the kingdom and curing all kinds of diseases 
and sickness among the people. 

Read This Sunday’s Gospel : THE CALL OF THE FIRST DISCIPLES

Reflect Now read the Gospel again and consider what the Lord might be saying to you, or asking of 
you, through it. Then continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection...

This is the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Matthew first introduces us to Galilee, characteristically quoting the scriptures to show 
that they are being fulfilled, and in what way. Galilee is called ‘Galilee of the gentiles’ only in this passage, and the presence of gentiles 
was not a particularly notable feature of Galilee. Archaeology shows that Jewish observance was strong in the region. Contemporary 
literature indicates that there was a lively tradition of prayerful charismatic rabbis with a warm devotion to the Lord. Jesus begins his 
ministry by proclaiming the imminence of the Kingdom of God, and this will be the subject of all his activity. Then he begins to form the 
new Israel by calling his team together. The Christian imagination tends to combine this scene with the scene of the Baptist in the Jordan 
Valley in the Gospel of John, which suggests that at least Peter and Andrew among the disciples had already some knowledge of Jesus. 
But today’s narrative must be heard on its own, and the staggering factor is that this is the first time at any rate the sons of Zebedee have 
set eyes on Jesus. As he passes by, Jesus calls them, and such is the electrifying power of his charismatic personality that they simply 
drop everything and follow this total stranger – immediately, as the evangelist stresses each time.
Do I ever follow Jesus’ call immediately and unconditionally?
� Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

Rest Now call to mind the Lord’s love for you, remembering that through this scripture the Lord  
is truly present. Then silently and prayerfully listen for God’s voice and rest in God’s love.

Relax Make the Sign of the Cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Then read the 
Gospel — preferably aloud and slowly — paying attention to any words that stand out to you.



Wednesday 
Word Plus

 If you’d like to spend more prayerful time with God through the First and Second Readings, follow
the same process for praying with the Gospel (overleaf). Gently place the First or Second Reading and 

Fr Henry’s reflection into that same prayerful rhythm for more fruitful meditation with God’s Word.

The Wednesday Word TM © Copyright 2026. A registered Charity in England and Wales No.1125628 and a Limited Company No. 06608122 wednesdayword.org

The Wednesday Word:The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School and Parish through the Word of God Connecting Home, School and Parish through the Word of God

trade, its biennial games and supporting trades. Paul shows us 
that there were also cliques claiming different personal loyalties. 
Some claimed to be Paul’s own followers. Apollos was a Jew from 
Alexandria and a notable orator; perhaps he had the intellectual 
following. Cephas is the Aramaic name for Peter; his following 
may have been Christians sprung from Judaism who wanted to 
keep their Jewish practices in food, circumcision and Sabbath-
observance. Paul will have none of this party politics, one group 
hurling slogans at another. They would not even come together 
as a genuine community at the Eucharist. Paul had baptised 
people to be not his own followers but followers of Christ. Later in 
the letter he will explain that Christians must form a single organic 
body, all working together in harmony, each with a special task 
and special gifts, but all contributing to the well-being of the 
whole. This is his basic vision of the Christian body, all living with 
the one life of Christ.
Are there any echoes of such disunity in your community?

I appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to make up the differences between you, and instead 
of disagreeing among yourselves, to be united again in your 
belief and practice. From what Chloe’s people have been 
telling me, my dear brothers, it is clear that there are serious 
differences among you. What I mean are all these slogans 
that you have, like: ‘I am for Paul,’ ‘I am for Apollos,’ ‘I am 
for Cephas,’ ‘I am for Christ.’ Has Christ been parcelled out? 
Was it Paul that was crucified for you? Were you baptised 
in the name of Paul? For Christ did not send me to baptise, 
but to preach the Good News, and not to preach that in the 
terms of philosophy in which the crucifixion of Christ cannot 
be expressed.  

It is hardly surprising that the Christians at Corinth were a divided 
community; there were so many different levels of employment 
and wealth: financiers, dockers, tent-makers, administrators 
and many others in that town with its double port, its booming 

All working together in harmony...
all living with the one life of Christ.

1 Corinthians 1: 10-13, 17

Second Reading: A Divided Community

First Reading: Light in the Land of Darkness

the total collapse of the Northern Kingdom of Israel their area 
was invaded and devastated by the mighty power of Assyria. 
They are therefore given as the archetype of the ruined territory 
which will be restored to light, joy and rich harvest when God 
comes to save his people. In fact Galilee has rich soil and wide 
plains. The Jewish historian at the time of Jesus is lyrical about 
the abundance and variety of fruit grown there. The prophecy of 
restoration is expressed in the past tense (‘have seen a great light’) 
to emphasize its certainty: it is so sure that it can be described as 
though it had already happened, a tense known as ‘the prophetic 
past’. The passage of Isaiah goes on, after our reading, to speak 
of the child to be born, who will bring about this transformation. 
He will be ‘Wonder Counsellor, Prince of Peace’.
What is the most important element which would restore 
our country to God’s service?

Isaiah 8: 23 – 9: 3
In days past the Lord humbled the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in days to come he will confer glory on 
the Way of the Sea on the far side of Jordan, province of 
the nations. The people that walked in darkness have seen 
a great light; on those who live in a land of deep shadow 
a light has shone. You have made their gladness greater, 
you have made their joy increase; they rejoice in your 
presence as men rejoice at harvest time, as men are happy 
when they are dividing the spoils. For the yoke that was 
weighing on him, the bar across his shoulders, the rod of his 
oppressor, these you break as on the day of Midian. 

This prophecy of Isaiah is chosen as the first reading today 
because in the gospel reading Matthew sees its fulfilment in the 
healing activity of Jesus in Galilee, the region once allotted to the 
two northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali. Not long before 


