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Newsletter for Sunday 23rd November 2025 Sunday Readings Cycle C Weekday Readings Cycle I

Readings for the Solemnity of Christ the Universal King: 2 Samuel 5:1-3; Ps. 122(121); Colossians 1;12-20; Luke:23:35-43
Psalm Response: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Saturday 22" Nov 5.45pm 1* Mass of the SOLEMNITY of CHRIST THE UNIVERSAL KING
Sunday  23Nov10.30am Mass of the SOLEMNITY of CHRIST THE UNIVERSAL KING
Monday 24" Nov 9.15am Mass St. Andrew Dung- Lac, priest & 117 Companions, martyrs
Tuesday 25" Nov (Optional: St. Catherine of Alexandria)
Wednesday 26" Nov 11.30am Mass
Thursday 27" Nov
Friday 28™ Nov 1.00pm Mass (Macclesfield Hospital Chapel)
Saturday 29" Nov 10.00am
10.30-11.00am Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 29" Nov 5.45pm 1st Mass of the 1 Sunday of Advent
Sunday  30™ Nov 10.30am Mass of thel* Sunday of Advent
Readings for the 1" Advent Sunday (Year A) Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122 (121); Romans 13:11 -14,; Matthew 24.: 37-44

CARITAS AT CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2025 “Your kindness brought hope when I had none.” e THASY
Next Sunday 30™ Nov: An appeal in support of the Caritas at Christmas Appeal. Thank you for .
your generosity. Every penny you give goes directly to help those most in need in our Diocese, MERRY *
providing crisis food vouchers, practical support, & the reassurance of care & compassion when it @/{/l{}j b
matters most. You can also donate online at: www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk If you know someone Fw
in need of assistance, please contact Trish Spencer, Deputy CEO, Caritas Diocese of Shrewsbury
Wheatland Lane, Wallasey, Wirral, CH44 7ED Tel: 0151 652 1281 Email: ;
info@caritasshrewsbury.org.u _ f

ADVENT ROSARY
Before the four Advent Saturday 5.45pm Masses at 5.15pm: the PPC would like to invite members
of the congregation to come earlier to say the rosary together from about 5.15pm.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS 2025

A parent(s) with a child in Year 3 (8 years old & above before 31* Aug 2026) who wishes for him/her to prepare for
Sacraments of 1* Forgiveness & 1* Holy Communion in May next year please ask Fr. Peter for an application form to fill in
& return and contact catechist Caroline Mottram email caroline.mottram@talk.talk.net / mob.07453 270874

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL(PPC)

Tues 9" Dec. 7.00pm bi-monthly meeting of the PPC in the Community Room. Agenda items to Chair: John Mears
Jjohn_mears@outllook.com / 07483 801884 or Sec. Caroline Mottram caroline.mottram@talktalk.net / 07453 276874

The PPC officers are: Chair John Mears; Vice -Chair Chris Doyle; Sec. Caroline Mottram. The two non-voting members for
1 year co-opted by the PPC, Patrick & Anne O ‘Brien, will be joining the meeting.

THANK YOU for YOUR GREAT GENEROSITY
Last Sunday’s Collection £241.00 Diocesan Collection for Clergy Education & Training Fund £208.52

Pp 6‘4<

Wishing You a‘Seascn of Peace

GET IN TOUCH QUICKLY -IF YOU ARE SICK If you or your relative enters Macclesfield Hospital or the Hospice, let
Fr. Peter know as soon as possible on Tel: 01625 423576 or email st.edmacc(@gmail.com If possible, contact before Fr.
Peter makes his regular visits to the hospital on Tuesdays & Fridays

DIARY OF EVENTS

Sun 30" Nov 1% Sunday of Advent (Readings: Sundays Year A; Weekdays: Year II
Tues 9" Dec 2.30pm Christ the King Pr. Sch’s Reception & KS1 Nativity Play

Thurs 18" Dec 2.30pm Christ the King Pr. Sch’s KS2 Carol Service

Wed 24" Dec 1% Mass of Christmas: Doors open 6.15pm Carols 6.30pm Mass 7.00pm
Thurs 25" Dec Christmas Day Mass 10.30am
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What the Feast of Christ the King calls Human Beings to do?

o : Christ’s kingship is the opposite of what anyone expected, and
{ ; that’s exactly why His example is so critical.

Christ’s kingship is eternal and exists outside of time and
place, but this year, the feast honouring His infinite dominion
seems to have special relevance. The Feast of Christ the Kingis
so timely, not only because of what it tells us about the
political realm, but also because of the mission it places on the
heart of each man, who is called to imitate Christ’s kingly
leadership in some way, in the daily scenes of his life. When
Pope Pius XI instituted this feast 100 years ago, he explained
his reasoning in the encyclical “Quas Primas.” Christ governs
with perfect justice tempered with perfect mercy, bringing a
lasting peace that the world cannot give. Calling to mind His
kingdom, with its laws and characteristics that are so different
from those promulgated by the world, helps Christians to enter
into the spirit of this kingdom and keep their eyes fixed on it as
their destination. Pope Pius XI wrote,
Oh, what happiness would be Ours if all men,
individuals, families, and nations, would but let
themselves be governed by Christ! ... then at length will
many evils be cured; then will the law regain its former
authority; peace with all its blessings be restored. Men
will sheathe their swords and lay down their arms when
all freely acknowledge and obey the authority of Christ,
and every tongue confesses that the Lord Jesus Christ is
in the glory of God the Father.
That these blessings may be abundant and lasting in Christian society, it is necessary that the kingship of our Saviour
should be as widely as possible recognised and understood, and to the end nothing would serve better than the institution of a
special feast in honour of the Kingship of Christ. This vision of peace spreading through society reminds us of what Christians are
called to promote, but Christ’s words, “Blessed are the peacemakers,” are hard to put into practice. Especially during the |
COVID19 pandemic and keeping our focus on Christ’s universal dominion orients our hearts towards what really matters.
Temporal rule is brief and fleeting, but Christ’s power has no end, and operates with an irresistible subtlety that no earthly leader
could match.
Anyone who’s been disappointed to learn about the misdeeds of someone you once admired (and isn’t that all of us?) can
attest that all human leaders will ultimately fail. Christ, however, can be relied on in all things, and thus meditating on His
kingship is a source of peace. He is king over all things, and no earthly laws or principalities or powers can affect that.

Mosaic of Christ Pantocrator in Hagia Sophia, Istanbul circa 126 AD

Resting in the knowledge of Christ’s ultimate authority, however, is not a pass to ignore temporal matters. Being disciples of
Christ calls Christians to study how he leads, and the characteristics of his kingship—and then try our best to imitate
Two passages from Scripture in particular seem to draw out his leadership style. The first is when He stoops to wash the Apostles’ feet
(John 13), and the other is given in the Beatitudes, when he says “Blessed are the meek” (Matthew 5:5). As men are called to imitate
Christ’s kingship in their homes and workplaces, these two passages offer compelling lessons about what leadership really looks like.
1. Humility

Firstly, we see His profound humility, the quality that sets apart a good leader from a great one. He was not above performing
even this menial work. Christ led through wholehearted and loving service, and this model of “servant leadership” is a blueprint for
people seeking to lead as Christ does.
2. Gentleness

The second passage, “Blessed are the meek,” may be one of the hardest for men in particular to follow, especially in a culture
that often encourages choosing violence and domination over peaceful service. Yet the Beatitudes are the “laws of the kingdom” Christ
gave us, and all Christians are called to live by them. This passage reminds us that happiness does not come from controlling or
commanding others, but from living as Christ did, and holding onto His unshakeable peace in our hearts.

What a funny kind of king Christ must have seemed, when His goal was not to subjugate his enemies or amass resources, but
instead to love even those who hated him and give away all he had! But this upending of expectations and of the conventional narrative
of royalty is exactly why meditating on His kingship is so crucial today. His ultimate authority over all aspects of human life, both
personal and national, brings confidence and fearlessness for the future. Most of all, His ruling through gentleness and kindness
shows us what a true leader looks like, the quintessential model for every human being.

Adapted article by Theresa Civantos Barber published in Aleteia 22" November 2020


https://aleteia.org/2020/08/16/the-one-quality-that-sets-a-person-apart-as-extraordinary-leader/

Wednesday 19*" November 2025 Weekly Prayer Custom The Parish Edition

wTHE g Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 234 November 2025
ORD B Christ the King — Luke 23:35-43

Make the Sign of the Cross 1 and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Then read the
Gospel — preferably aloud and slowly — paying attention to any words that stand out to you.

Relax

Read This Sunday’s Gospel : THE KING OF FORGIVENESS

The people stayed there before the cross watching Jesus. As for the leaders, they jeered at him.

'He saved others, they said, ‘let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.’ The soldiers mocked
him too, and when they approached to offer him vinegar they said, 'If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.
Above him there was an inscription: ‘This is the King of the Jews." One of the criminals hanging there abused
him. ‘Are you not the Christ?" he said. ‘Save yourself and us as well. But the other spoke up and rebuked him.
'Have you no fear of God at all?" he said. "You got the same sentence as he did, but in our case we deserved it:
we are paying for what we did. But this man has done nothing wrong. Jesus,” he said, remember me when you
come into your kingdom." ‘Indeed, | promise you," he replied, ‘today you will be with me in paradise.”

Did any words or phrases stand out to you in the Gospel? If so, take a few moments to meditate on them.

Reﬂeci. Now read the Gospel again and consider what the Lord might be saying to you, or asking of
you, through it. Then continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough'’s reflection...

The crucifixion scene in Luke, as in all the gospels, is the climax of the story of Jesus. Emphasis is placed on
the role of Jesus as King. The soldiers mock him as such, but the Gospel's use of irony ensures that we understand
that they are saying more than they realise. Jesus is also ridiculed as Saviour (‘'Save yourself and us as welll'): especially
in Luke (from the Infancy Stories onwards) Jesus is presented as the true Saviour — who is God. In Luke the crucifixion
scene is primarily a scene of forgiveness, where Jesus carries on to the very end his work of forgiveness, which Luke has
underlined throughout his Gospel. The scene begins with the women of Jerusalem mourning for Jesus, and ends with
all the spectators departing, beating their breasts, recognizing their universal guilt. Jesus spontaneously forgives his
executioners, asking God's forgiveness for them before they even ask it for themselves. He welcomes into his kingdom of
Paradise the bandit who spontaneously acknowledges his wrongdoing. Here we see the culmination of all those scenes
throughout Luke's Gospel where values are reversed: the King presented as a wretched figure dying on the Cross,
to whom homage is paid not by dignified courtiers, but by another wretched figure dying by his side.
What sort of person should a citizen of the kingdom of forgiveness be?

Dom Henry Wandbrnough OSE

R QS'I' Now call to mind the Lord’s love for you, remembering that through this scripture the Lord
is truly present. Then silently and prayerfully listen for God's voice and rest in God's love.

to bless you with a spiritual gift or help you to grow in a particular fruit of the Spirit.
You might pray for wisdom, courage, faithfulness, self-control, patience, generosity, joy, kindness,
Req‘ues{' love, peace, faith, chastity - or another grace - to help you live out your faith this week.

Respond Thank God for any insight you may have received, and respond by asking the Holy Spirit
&

. ’ ofe . 1
Remember This Wednesdéy s wc?rd for our f'a'mllles is MERCY!
(To see the Family Version, please visit: wednesdayword.org)
As you pray for your loved ones, please remember to pray for the Church and for the families connected to our schools.

St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church, pray for us. Mary, Star of Evangelisation, pray for us. Glory be to
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.



Wednesday
Word Plus +

If you'd like to spend more prayerful time with God through the First and Second Readings, follow
the same process for praying with the Gospel (overleaf). Gently place the First or Second Reading and
Fr Henry's reflection into that same prayerful rhythm for more fruitful meditation with God's Word.

First Reading: David Anoinfed King

2 Samuel 5:1-3

All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron. ‘Look’, they
said, ‘we are your own flesh and blood. In days past when Saul
was our king, it was you who led Israel in all their exploits; and
the Lord said to you, "You are the man who shall be shepherd
of my people Israel, you shall be the leader of Israel.”” So all
the elders of Israel came to the king of Hebron, and King
David made a pact with them at Hebron in the presence of the
Lord, and they anointed David king of Israel.

David is a fascinating character. As a leader he had a charm and
charisma which were irresistible. There is no doubt that he was
ambitious. When the women sang, ‘Saul has killed his thousands
and David his tens of thousands,’ it was music to his ears.
The king's son fell in love with him and gave him his own prince’s gear.

The king's daughter fell in love with him, and he accepted her as a
good dynastic marriage; but he never had children by her, though he
was not lacking in sexual drive (Bathsheba was to come later). He set
up a protection racket in Judah and so, having won the loyalty of the
tribal leaders there, they first anointed him king of Judah at Hebron,
the southern tribal capital. Finally, after Saul's death, the elders of the
northern tribes (known collectively as Israel) came to anoint him king
as well, to reign over the whole country. Nevertheless, David also
took the first steps to setting up the Temple cult, and was ever after
remembered for that. It was to David that the promises of God's
eternal monarchy were given which were to be fulfilled in Jesus.
These promises echo down and down the scriptures; they were the
basis of all Israel’s hope.

What do you consider leadership-qualities before God?

Second Reading: The Kingdom of Forgiveness

Colossians 1:12-20

We give thanks to the Father who has made it possible for
you to join the saints and with them to inherit the light.
Because that is what he has done: he has taken us out of the
power of darkness and created a place for us in the kingdom
of the Son that he loves, and in him, we gain our freedom,
the forgiveness of our sins. He is the image of the unseen
God and the first-born of all creation, for in him were created
all things in heaven and on earth: everything visible and
everything invisible, Thrones, Dominations, Sovereignties,
Powers - all things were created through him and for him.
Before anything was created, he existed, and he holds all
things in unity. Now the Church is his body, he is its head.
As he is the Beginning, he was first to be born from the
dead, so that he should be first in every way; because God
wanted all perfection to be found in him and all things to
be reconciled through him and for him, everything in heaven
and everything on earth, when he made peace by his death
on the cross.

Way back in July, on the fourteenth Ordinary Sunday of the Year,
we heard all but the first part of this reading which celebrates
the unrivalled position of Jesus as first-born not only in the
order of creation, but also in the resurrection. In the order of
creation, Christ is the image of the unseen God, the model or
template on which God created the world, the Wisdom of God,
so he is the first-born and yet himself uncreated. In the order of
the resurrection also he is the first-born, bringing all things to
perfection, and so he is the crown of creation. In today’s reading,
before we hear about Jesus as the first-born, we have a significant
preface. Paul is writing, with a slight air of surprise, to the gentiles:
the gentiles too are enabled to enter into the inheritance, to join
Christ in the kingdom promised to David and fulfilled in Jesus.
As this year’s gospel readings have taught us again and again,
it is not a kingdom that we can earn. What we need to do is to
submit ourselves for forgiveness. Not all that easy, perhaps! Put
it the other way round: what we need to do is stop pretending to
others and ourselves that we are perfect.

What attitude in myself is the most frequent cause of
my falling?

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School and Parish through the Word of God
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