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Newsletter for the week of 11th January 2026        Sunday Readings Cycle A           Weekday Readings Cycle I I
Readings for the Baptism of the Lord: Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7; Psalm 29(28); Acts 10:34-38; Matthew 3:13-17
Psalm’s Response: The Lord will bless his people with peace.
Saturday     10th Jan 5.30pm 1st MASS of the FEAST of the BAPTISM of the LORD 
Sunday       11th Jan 10.30am MASS of the FEAST of the BAPTISM of the LORD 
Monday      12th Jan  9.15am Mass (Optional: St. Aelred of Rievaux, abbot)                                     Ordinary Time week I
Tuesday      13th Jan                  (Optional: St. Hilary of Poitiers, bishop, doctor of the Church)
Wednesday 14th Jan 11.30am Mass 
Thursday     15th Jan 
Friday         16th Jan 1.00pm Mass(in Hospital Chapel)
Saturday     17th  Jan 10.00am Mass St. Anthony, abbot

          10.30-11am Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday     17th  Jan 5.30pm 1st Mass of the 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday       18th Jan 10.30am Mass of the 2nd  Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings for the 2nd Ordinary Sunday: Isaiah 49:3,5-6; Psalm 40(39); 1 Corinthians 1:1-3; 1:29-34

CHILDREN’S FIRST SACRAMENTS PROGRAMME
Saturdays 10.30am -12noon in the Community Room after Saturday morning Mass: the meeting for the children preparing for 
1st Sacraments has been changed with mutual agreement. The planned date of celebration of 1st Sacrament of Reconciliation is 
Saturday 7th March; planned date of 1st Holy Communion is Sunday 17th May

REMEMBER OUR RETIRED & SICK PRIESTS
Next Sunday 18th Jan the annual Collection for the Retired Priests’ Fund will be held. Please you continue to build the Fund to 
help meet the needs of our sick & retired priests? Baskets will be at the church doors. To make a donation online please go to 
ht  t      p  s  :  /  /      w  ww  .d  i  oc  e  se  o  fshr  e  w  sbury.  o  rg/r  e  tire  d      -  p  r  i  e  s  ts      -f  und  

FOOD BANK
The Silk Life Food Bank is now open again to donate items. It is this time in the New Year when struggling people & families 
often need the most help. See the lists on posters e.g.: UHT milk, stewed steak, beef casserole, chilli con carne, instant mash..

CRIB & CHRISTMAS TREE
Volunteers are needed to dismantle & pack away the crib & tree at a convenient time after the end of the Sunday morning Mass.

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CHESHIRE
Next Sun 18th Jan 5pm: a Service to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity at Chester Cathedral, CH1 2DY on The Guest 
Speaker will be Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski, Bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of the Holy Family of London. This 
service brings together believers from many traditions to pray for peace, justice and deeper unity in our communities and our 
world. The service will also feature the Chester Taizé Choir. Refreshments will be served after the service.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSES
3 Marriage Preparation course are offered this year by Shrewsbury Diocese. Each course runs over 2 consecutive Saturdays 
9.30am to 4.30 pm each day: 1) St Clare's Church Parish Hall on the 7th & 14th  February at Downsfield Road, Lache, Chester, 
GB CH4 8HH ; 2) St.Vincent de Paul Church Westleigh Parish Hall on 28th of February & 7th March 2026 at Groby Road 
Altrincham WA14 2BQ 3)Shrewsbury Cathedral Parish Hall on the 21st & 28th March : Entrance: Town Walls Shrewsbury SY1 
1UE. .Registration is essential: please contact MONIKA at:  monika.golembiewska@dioceseofshrewsbury.org

THANK YOU for YOUR GENEROSITY Last Sunday’s Collection £198.92

GET IN TOUCH QUICKLY –IF YOU ARE SICK If you or your relative enters Macclesfield Hospital or East Cheshire    
Hospice let Fr. Peter C. know as soon as possible tel: 01625 423576 or by e-mail st.edmacc@gmail.com 

DIARY OF EVENTS
Sun 18th Jan Peace Sunday – Day of Prayer for Peace in the World                 Sun 18th Jan Priests’ Retirement Fund Collection
Tues 10th Feb 7pm Meeting of PPC
Wed 18th Feb Ash Wednesday                     Sun 5th April Easter Sunday

https://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/retired-priests-fund
mailto:st.edmacc@gmail.com
mailto:st.edmacc@gmail.com
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6 Things Baptism does to us through our promises
The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord is a good day to remember the most 

important day of our lives, a day few of us remember, a day we tend to take for granted. 
Baptism is not a formality; it is not a “naming ceremony”; it is “an act which deeply 
touches our lives. A child who is baptized is not the same as a non-baptized child, a 
baptized person is not the same as a non-baptized person.” How so? What changes does 
Baptism make in us? Looking at the baptismal promises, I can think of 6

First: Baptism makes us free.
The first baptismal promise we renew each year is “Do you reject sin, so as to live 

in the freedom of God’s children?” Baptized Catholics might not feel freer than other 
people. But we are. Think of it this way: If you broke into the house of a great celebrity, 
you might feel a certain amount of freedom to do what you wanted, but it would be a false, 
temporary, stolen freedom. There would be no rules, but there would be a constant black 
shadow. If you got a job as the paid servant in the house of that celebrity, you would be 
more free in one way and less free in another. You would have a whole set of rules to 
follow to preserve your job. You would be careful about how you dressed and where you 
sat. You would only go to the refrigerator if you were asked to get something. You 
wouldn’t think of asking, “Can I borrow your car?” But if you were a friend of the 

celebrity, a lot would change. Many of the rules might be the same – but your situation would be totally changed. You would speak 
familiarly with the celebrity, sit with him on the couch and help yourself when you needed to from the refrigerator – within reason. 
You would also say “Hey, can I borrow your car?” when you were in a bind. The difference between servitude and freedom is 
friendship in life, and in the spiritual life, as well. Baptism gives us the run of the master’s mansion – the freedom of a friend.

Second, Baptism gives us happiness.
The second promise is to “reject the glamour of evil.” God responds to our promise by forgiving our sins. That, again puts us 

in a whole new relationship. A forgiven person is delighted and happy. A forgiven person knows where happiness can be found – not 
in what he can do, or what he can provide, but in the generosity of his forgiving friend. We live in that relationship with Jesus, as he 
guides us to the things that will make our happiness last.

Third, Baptism gives us a built-in worldwide community.
Our third promise is “Do you reject Satan, father of sin and prince of darkness?”Those are relationship words: We are 

rejecting a false father and a dark prince. We are leaving the community of darkness for one of light. Human beings are hard-wired for 
community. We love nothing better than connection with others. This can get us into trouble, but it can also get us into a world of 
good – specifically a worldwide team of people who are focused on brotherhood, love and peace. Instead of the celebrity’s house, we 
can now walk into the celebrity’s properties worldwide and be welcomed. We have a pass to any Catholic Church from Ghana to 
Amsterdam, from Beijing to New Guinea, and in each we will find “our people.”

Fourth, Baptism makes God our Father.
The next three promises recite the creed, starting with our belief in “God the Father, creator of heaven and earth.” In response, 

God gives us the grace to be “a participant in the divine life of the Trinity.”Here is where Baptism gets radical. Rather than merely 
being the friend of a celebrity, Baptism makes us a son or daughter. This is huge. Friends can borrow the car when they’re in a bind. 
Family members have nearly full car access. Family members can act in the celebrity’s name, opening doors that would not be 
available to a mere friend.   To see just how important this is, consider:

Fifth, Baptism makes Christ our brother.
By incorporating us into the life of the Trinity, Baptism puts us in a tough spot. Returning to our analogy, we are like foster 

children from the rough part of town adopted by a kindly celebrity. This makes for a lot of initial difficulties in our getting along. The 
new family’s ways are not ours. Through trial and error and much forgiveness, we start to get the hang of it over time. If we are truly 
blessed, the foster family will come with a kindly sibling who takes us under his wing and helps us meet the expectations of our new 
circumstances. We are truly blessed in our baptismal family. We have just such a brother in Jesus Christ. Actually, it’s even better 
than that: He does just call us his brother he is our brother. His commitment to us is total. So must ours be, which brings us to:

Sixth, Baptism gives us what we need to be able to love.
So last, in addition to freedom, happiness, community, sonship and fraternal love – we promise to believe in the Holy Spirit 

and the Church, in turn, promises that Baptism gives us the gifts of the Holy Spirit. T hose gifts – wisdom, understanding, knowledge, 
counsel, fortitude, fear of God and piety – equip us to love. They give us the taste for God, the ability to see life from his perspective, 
the ability to discern the right and the strength to do it, and they give us both awe and consolation. A wise priest once told me that if I 
don’t have all of these things – all of these gifts of Baptism – then I should demand them from God. He promised them, and he is the 
one who keeps his promises!

Adapted from an article by Tom Hooped in Alethea  8th January 2018



Wednesday 7th January 2026               Weekly Prayer Custom               The Parish Edition

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 11th January 2026
The Lord’s Baptism — Matthew 3: 13-17

As you pray for your loved ones, please remember to pray for the Church and for the families connected to our schools. 
St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church, pray for us. Mary, Star of Evangelisation, pray for us. Glory be to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Remember This Wednesday’s words for our families are NEW START
(To see the Family Version, please visit: wednesdayword.org)

Respond 
& 

Request

Thank God for any insight you may have received, and respond by asking the Holy Spirit 
to bless you with a spiritual gift or help you to grow in a particular fruit of the Spirit. 
You might pray for wisdom, courage, faithfulness, self-control, patience, generosity, joy, kindness, 
love, peace, faith, chastity - or another grace - to help you live out your faith this week.

Did any words or phrases stand out to you in the Gospel? If so, take a few moments to meditate on them.

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John. John tried to 
dissuade him. ‘It is I who need baptism from you,’ he said, ‘and yet you come to me!’ 
But Jesus replied, ‘Leave it like this for the time being; it is fitting that we should, in this 
way, do all that righteousness demands.’ At this, John gave in to him. As soon as Jesus was 
baptised he came up from the water, and suddenly the heavens opened and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on him. And a voice spoke from 
heaven, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on him.’ 

Read This Sunday’s Gospel : THE BAPTISM OF JESUS

Reflect Now read the Gospel again and consider what the Lord might be saying to you, or asking of 
you, through it. Then continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection...

The account of the baptism of Jesus in Mark, the earliest gospel, is also the simplest. In Mark the Voice from 
heaven is addressed to Jesus himself, and there is no sign that others heard it; it is an experience of Jesus: ‘You are my 
Son’. In Matthew the Voice is addressed to the bystanders: ‘This is my Son’. This makes the private revelation into a public 
scene, a declaration that Jesus’ work is about to begin. In the same way our baptism is a public scene, a declaration that 
we are committed to Christ in his Church – even if we don’t remember it! Matthew also records the little dialogue of 
John’s unwillingness to baptise Jesus. Why should Jesus enter into the community of repentance which John was forming? 
He was no sinner! However, it was a gesture that Jesus was entering fully into the condition of all humanity. He shared fully 
in human nature, the nature of a humanity which had fallen even though he himself was sinless. At the outset of his ministry 
Jesus must reveal the fullness of his humanity, for only so could he redeem the fallen human race. Jesus is not merely 
passive, for he himself joins with John in making the positive step: ‘We must do all that righteousness demands’.
A quick review: what difference has baptism made to my life?
� Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

Rest Now call to mind the Lord’s love for you, remembering that through this scripture the Lord  
is truly present. Then silently and prayerfully listen for God’s voice and rest in God’s love.

Relax Make the Sign of the Cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Then read the 
Gospel — preferably aloud and slowly — paying attention to any words that stand out to you.



Wednesday 
Word Plus

 If you’d like to spend more prayerful time with God through the First and Second Readings, follow
the same process for praying with the Gospel (overleaf). Gently place the First or Second Reading and 

Fr Henry’s reflection into that same prayerful rhythm for more fruitful meditation with God’s Word.

The Wednesday Word TM © Copyright 2026. A registered Charity in England and Wales No.1125628 and a Limited Company No. 06608122 wednesdayword.org

The Wednesday Word:The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School and Parish through the Word of God Connecting Home, School and Parish through the Word of God

Now he is about to welcome into the Church a non-Jew, a gentile! 
Before he could even finish his speech, the Holy Spirit came down 
on Cornelius and his household, just as the Spirit had come down on 
the disciples at Pentecost. All this is the consequence of the coming 
of the Spirit on Jesus at his baptism. That was when Jesus began his 
mission, which is so strikingly described here as ‘the good news of 
peace’. Religion, even Christianity, has so often been the cause of 
strife and quarrelling, rivalry between different Christian churches, 
rivalry between Christians, Jews, and Muslims. We easily forget 
that the Spirit of Jesus is the Spirit of peace, openness, welcome. 
The Spirit of Jesus does not build barriers but dissolves them, 
does not inflict wounds but heals them, does not push people away 
but embraces them. Is this the community of Christ which I am trying 
to build with those around me?
Do I put up any barriers; do I exclude anyone from Christ’s love?

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The truth I 
have now come to realise,’ he said, ‘is that God does not have 
favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears God 
and does what is right is acceptable to him. It is true, God sent 
his word to the people of Israel, and it was to them that the 
good news of peace was brought by Jesus Christ - but Jesus 
Christ is Lord of all men. You must have heard about the recent 
happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and how he 
began in Galilee, after John had been preaching baptism. 
God had anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power, 
and because God was with him, Jesus went about doing good 
and curing all who had fallen into the power of the devil.’

St Peter was making this speech at the house of the Roman 
centurion, Cornelius. Peter himself was still reeling from the shock 
of being told that foods (like pork) which he had, as a faithful 
Jew, all his life, considered unclean were perfectly acceptable. 

The Spirit of Jesus is the Spirit 
of peace, openness, welcome.

Acts of the Apostles 10: 34-38

Second Reading: Peter Prepares Cornelius

First Reading: The Servant of the Lord

passage from Isaiah. He was, then, this mysterious Servant of the 
Lord about whom the scripture spoke. He was to bring Israel back to 
the Lord. He must have known that the Servant was to endure pain 
and to reach his fulfilment only through his bitter suffering and death 
for others. This realisation of his mission as Servant must have been 
with him throughout his ministry, a dark shadow and a challenge 
to service. At the same time it was a confirmation of the love of the 
Father who was ‘well pleased’ in him. This was to be the model for 
all Christian suffering. We all know someone – we may even have 
experienced it ourselves – who has to suffer lovingly and generously 
in caring for others. The awesome privilege of suffering after the 
model of the Servant who is Jesus must draw respect and bring 
comfort to those who serve in this way. It is a proof of God’s love 
for them.
How can I tell what God wants from me?

Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7
Thus says the Lord: ‘Here is my servant whom I uphold, 
my chosen one in whom my soul delights. I have endowed him 
with my spirit that he may bring true justice to the nations. 
He does not cry out or shout aloud, or make his voice heard in 
the streets. He does not break the crushed reed, nor quench the 
wavering flame. Faithfully he brings true justice; he will neither 
waver, nor be crushed until true justice is established on earth, 
for the islands are awaiting his law. I, the Lord, have called you to 
serve the cause of right; I have taken you by the hand and formed 
you; I have appointed you as covenant of the people and light of 
the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to free captives from 
prison, and those who live in darkness from the dungeon.’

Jesus knew the scripture; it was the only book he would have known. 
When he heard the Voice from heaven and he experienced the Spirit 
of God coming upon him, he must immediately have thought of this 


