
The Parish of St. Edward the Confessor 
  Registered Charity no. 234025 

Father Peter Cryan Tel.: 01625 423576                  
 E-mail: st.edmacc@gmail.com     Parish website:  https://www.st-edward-macclesfield.org.uk/  
145 London Road, Macclesfield Cheshire SK11 7RL (For Parking SK11 7RZ)
Christ the King Pr. School Tel:  01625 466833;           web-site www. christthekingcheshire.sch.uk
Newsletter for Sunday 30th November 2025         Sunday Readings Cycle A            Weekday Readings Cycle II
Readings for the 1st Advent Sunday (Year A) Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122 (121); Romans 13:11 -14; Matthew 24: 37-44  
Psalm Response: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Saturday     29th  Nov 5.45pm 1st Mass of the1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday       30th Nov10.30am Mass of the 1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Monday        1st  Dec 9.15am Mass 
Tuesday        2nd Dec 
Wednesday   3rd  Dec 11.30am Mass St. Francis Xavier, priest, religious, missionary  - Day of Prayer for Migrants
Thursday      4th Dec                          (St. John of Damascus, priest, religious, doctor of the Church)
Friday           5th Dec 1.00pm Mass (Macclesfield Hospital Chapel) 
Saturday       6th Dec10.00am            (St. Nicholas, bishop)

                       10.30-11.00am Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday       6th Dec 5.45pm 1st Mass of the 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Sunday         7th Dec 10.30am Mass of the 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Readings for the 2nd Advent Sunday Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72 (71); Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12

 CARITAS AT CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2025 “Your kindness brought hope when I had none.”
 Today Sunday 30th Nov: An appeal in support of the Caritas at Christmas Appeal- baskets are at the 
 church entrances. Thank you for your generosity. Every penny you give goes directly to help those 
 most in need in our Diocese, providing crisis food vouchers, practical support, & the reassurance of 
 care & compassion  .You can also donate online at: www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk If you know 
 someone in need of assistance, please contact Trish Spencer, Deputy CEO, Caritas Diocese of 
 Shrewsbury, Wheatland Lane, Wallasey, Wirral, CH44 7ED Tel: 0151 652 1281 and email:
 info@caritasshrewsbury.org.uk 

 ADVENT ROSARY
 Through the four Advent Saturday before 5.45pm Masses : the PPC would like to invite members of 
 the congregation to come earlier to say the rosary together from about 5.15pm.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL(PPC)
Tues 9th Dec. 7.00pm  bi-monthly meeting of the PPC in the Community Room. Agenda items to Chair: John Mears 
john_mears@outllook.com / 07483 801884  or Sec. Caroline Mottram caroline.mottram@talktalk.net / 07453 276874
The two non-voting members for 1 year co-opted by the PPC, Patrick & Ann O ‘Brien, will be joining the meeting.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS 2025
A parent(s) with a child in Year 3 (8 years old & above before 31st Aug 2026) who wishes for him/her to prepare for 
Sacraments of 1st Forgiveness & 1st Holy Communion in May next year please ask Fr. Peter for an application form to fill in 
& return and contact catechist Caroline Mottram email caroline.mottram@talk.talk.net / mob.07453 270874 

THANK YOU for YOUR  GENEROSITY 
Last Sunday’s Collection   £245.20          

GET IN TOUCH QUICKLY –IF YOU ARE SICK If you or your relative enters Macclesfield Hospital or the Hospice, let 
Fr. Peter know as soon as possible on Tel: 01625 423576 or email st.edmacc@gmail.com     If possible, contact before Fr. 
Peter makes his regular visits to the hospital on Tuesdays & Fridays

DIARY OF EVENTS
Tues 9th Dec 2.30pm Christ the King Pr. Sch’s Reception & KS1 Nativity Play 
Thurs 18th Dec 2.30pm Christ the King Pr. Sch’s KS2 Carol Service 
Wed 24th Dec 1st Mass of Christmas: Doors open 6.15pm Carols 6.30pm Mass 7.00pm
Thurs 25th Dec Christmas Day Mass 10.30am
Sat 27th Dec Bollington CAFOD Fun Run: start 11.00am
Mon 5th Jan Christ the King Pr. Sch opens
Tues 6th Jan Epiphany Holyday: Mass 11.30am & 7.00
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An Advent Pastoral Letter 

On 175th Anniversary of Shrewsbury Diocese 

 First Sunday of Advent, 30th November 2025 
My dear brothers and sisters, 

I write as this Jubilee Year draws to its close and our Shrewsbury Diocese 

celebrates 175 years since its founding. The Jubilee of 2025 has been dedicated to hope. Christian hope is never a vague 
expectation that things might work out, rather it is knowing on what, or rather on who we can truly depend. The Jubilee Year has 
celebrated that Christ is our hope. A hope renewed every day when we raise our minds and hearts in prayer; every time we 
confess our sins and are ready to start anew; and each Sunday when we come together with all the Church to offer, adore and 
receive the Holy Eucharist. 

Advent renews this hope each year inviting every generation "to wake from sleep"  because in Saint Paul's words, 
"salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed"i. The Gospel declares this hope fulfilled in Christ's coming: the Eternal 

Son of God born at Bethlehem, coming now to us in grace, supremely in His Eucharist, the very source of grace, and at last 
in great power and glory "at an hour (we) do not expect"ii. 

In this same hope a 39-year-old Bishop James Brown, and the founding generation of the Diocese dared to look 
forwards. In a threatening atmosphere of anti- Catholic feeling, our first bishop had to be hurriedly consecrated. His new 
mission was already sufficiently daunting in serving a vast territory, then including North Wales, with only 26 diocesan 
priests. The faithful barely numbered 20,000 and suffered from what Bishop Brown described as "a want of means", that is a 
lack of every human resource. This led our first Bishop to lament Sunday Mass was still being celebrated of necessity in 
taverns, stables and above blacksmith's shops. By any human calculation the prospects of this new Diocese were poor 
indeed. 

Yet, within a generation, Bishop Brown was able to record the Mass was within everyone's reach and there was 
barely a new mission that did not have a school to help parents pass on the Catholic faith to their children. This was a vast 
achievement in so few years, which testifies to the faith and sacrifices of the first generation of our Diocese. The celebration of 
this 175th anniversary, invites us to give thanks for all who were part of a heroic story and to re-dedicate ourselves in making 
every sacrifice to place the Mass at the centre our lives, to treasure Christ's abiding presence in the Blessed Sacrament and to pass 
on the fulness of the faith we have received. 

The hope in which this Diocese was born, was well expressed by Saint John Henry 

Newman as being the "Second Spring" of the Catholic Church in our land. Addressing the newly appointed bishops he 
declared, "One thing I know that according to our need, so will be our strength." Newman specifically referred to this 
Diocese, prophesying that Shrewsbury, "If the world lasts, shall be name as musical to the ear, as stirring to the heart as the 
glories we have lost; and Saints shall arise " iii. 

As we celebrate this anniversary year, we are encouraged in the same supernatural hope to which John Henry Newman 
pointed us. It is the hope celebrated in the joy of Christ's first coming in the poverty of Bethlehem; His coming now in His Word 
and Sacraments, supremely in His Eucharist; and in joyful expectation of His final coming in glory. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church declares that "Whenever the Church celebrates the Eucharist, she remembers this promise and turns her 
gaze "to Him who is to come"iv. Insofar as we keep our gaze fixed on the same Jesus, "who comes even now in His Eucharist 

and  is here in our midst",v we will continue to build the life and witness of Shrewsbury Diocese for all generations to come. 

United with you in this hope of Advent, 
+ Mark
Bishop of Shrewsbury
------------------------------------------------- 
i Rom. 13: 11 

ii Mt. 24: 44

iii The Second Spring preached at Saint Mary's College, Oscott, 13th July 1852 

iv Catechism of the Catholic Church No. 1403 

v  CCC No. 1404



Wednesday 26th November 2025               Weekly Prayer Custom               The Parish Edition

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 30th November 2025
The First Sunday of Advent — Matthew 24:37-44

As you pray for your loved ones, please remember to pray for the Church and for the families connected to our schools. 
St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church, pray for us. Mary, Star of Evangelisation, pray for us. Glory be to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Remember This Wednesday’s word for our families is ADVENT!
(To see the Family Version, please visit: wednesdayword.org)

Respond 
& 

Request

Thank God for any insight you may have received, and respond by asking the Holy Spirit 
to bless you with a spiritual gift or help you to grow in a particular fruit of the Spirit. 
You might pray for wisdom, courage, faithfulness, self-control, patience, generosity, joy, kindness, 
love, peace, faith, chastity - or another grace - to help you live out your faith this week.

Did any words or phrases stand out to you in the Gospel? If so, take a few moments to meditate on them.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son of Man comes. For in those 
days before the Flood people were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah went 
into the ark, and they suspected nothing till the Flood came and swept all away. It will be like this when the Son of 
Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one is taken, one left; of two women at the millstone grinding, one is 
taken, one left. So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your master is coming. You may be quite 
sure of this that if the house-holder had known at what time of the night the burglar would come, he would have 
stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to break through the wall of his house. Therefore, you too must 
stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.’

Read This Sunday’s Gospel : LIKE A THIEF IN THE NIGHT

Reflect Now read the Gospel again and consider what the Lord might be saying to you, or asking of 
you, through it. Then continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection...

In each year of the three-year cycle the Advent Sunday gospel-readings have the same pattern: the first is about 
the final Coming of Christ. In the second John the Baptist is preparing a community of repentance to welcome Jesus’ 
mission. In the third John the Baptist points out Jesus as the Messiah. On the fourth Sunday we look to Mary preparing 
for the birth of her Son. In this Sunday’s reading about the Second Coming the accent is the same as in the Paul’s letter 
to the Romans (today’s second reading): we have a pressing and urgent need to take action without delay. The Second 
Coming will be sudden and unexpected as when a thief breaks in at night and no protective preparations have been 
made; it will also seem random and apparently without discernible cause, as when one person is taken, another left 
behind. We do not even know whether that final confrontation (when each of us is brought face to face with the awesome 
presence of God) will be a unique event for each of us at death, or whether it will be a group event, as is suggested by 
Matthew’s parable of the sheep and goats sent to right and left. There is no time in eternity, no waiting-room! It will not 
be as any human mind can envisage it.
Should we look forward to or dread the final meeting with the Lord?
� Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

Rest Now call to mind the Lord’s love for you, remembering that through this scripture the Lord  
is truly present. Then silently and prayerfully listen for God’s voice and rest in God’s love.

Relax Make the Sign of the Cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Then read the 
Gospel — preferably aloud and slowly — paying attention to any words that stand out to you.



Wednesday 
Word Plus

 If you’d like to spend more prayerful time with God through the First and Second Readings, follow
the same process for praying with the Gospel (overleaf). Gently place the First or Second Reading and 

Fr Henry’s reflection into that same prayerful rhythm for more fruitful meditation with God’s Word.

The Wednesday Word TM © Copyright 2025. A registered Charity in England and Wales No.1125628 and a Limited Company No. 06608122 wednesdayword.org

The Wednesday Word:The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School and Parish through the Word of God Connecting Home, School and Parish through the Word of God

Paul sees a pressing need for action, and much of his moral advice, 
especially in First Corinthians, is grounded on the assumption that 
the Second Coming of Christ at the end of the world is imminent. 
Did Paul get it wrong? He never says exactly how imminent it is, 
how soon the Second Coming will occur, but we can safely say 
that he would have been surprised to discover that two thousand 
years would pass without any sign of it happening. However, 
it is equally safe to say that timing is not his concern. The Second 
Coming remains imminent, in that there is no time to delay in 
mending our ways and preparing for this event. We are given 
an important reminder of this by our celebration of Christmas. 
Each year there must really be a coming of Christ into our lives 
and our society.
How can Christmas be to me a coming of Christ?

You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up now: our 
salvation is even nearer than it was when we were converted. 
The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon – let us give up 
all the things we prefer to do under cover of the dark; let us 
arm ourselves and appear in the light. Let us live decently as 
people do in the daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity 
or licentiousness, and no wrangling or jealousy. Let your 
armour be the Lord Jesus Christ.

After his great exposition in the Letter to the Romans about the 
saving work of Christ, Paul goes on to encourage the Christians 
of Rome to be faithful. With the Resurrection the final era of 
the world has begun. There is no room for delay: the night is 
nearly over and the children of light are coming into their own. 

Each year there must really be a coming of Christ 
into our lives and our society.

Romans 13:11-14

Second Reading: The Time is Near

First Reading: The Vision of Peace

With the beginning of Advent we focus on the coming of Christ, 
in history (that is, at Bethlehem), in mystery (that is, in the Church) 
and in majesty (that is, at the end of time). Today’s first reading helps 
us to reflect on the peace which Christ brings, and for which we all 
yearn. The hill on which Jerusalem lies is not a particularly high one, 
but when Christ comes it will become like a towering mountain (as in 
Isaiah’s vision), dominating the whole country. All nations will realise 
its importance and come to Jerusalem as the source of all salvation. 
Teaching about the salvation of the gentiles, which first comes to the 
fore in the writings after the exile in Babylon, reaches a high-point in 
today’s reading. The permanent ending of war and strife is signalled 
by the re-moulding of the weapons of war. You can’t make war if 
you have converted your tanks into chicken-houses and your aircraft-
carriers into skateboard-parks – the modern equivalent of swords 
into ploughshares and spears into sickles. So Advent is a time of 
peace, peace between nations but also peace between families and 
within families, a time for reconciliation of quarrels as we prepare for 
the coming of Christ at Christmas.
What can I do this Advent to increase peace?

Isaiah 2:1-5
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. In the days to come the mountain of the Temple 
of the Lord shall tower above the mountains and be lifted 
higher than the hills. All the nations will stream to it, peoples 
without number will come to it; and they will say: ‘Come, 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the Temple of the 
God of Jacob that he may teach us his ways so that we may 
walk in his paths; since the Law will go out from Zion, and the 
oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’ He will wield authority 
over the nations and adjudicate between many peoples; these 
will hammer their swords into ploughshares, their spears into 
sickles. Nation will not lift sword against nation; there will be 
no more training for war. O House of Jacob, come, let us walk 
in the light of the Lord.


