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 E-mail: st.edmacc@gmail.com     Parish website:  https://www.st-edward-macclesfield.org.uk/  
145 London Road, Macclesfield Cheshire SK11 7RL (For Parking SK11 7RZ)
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Newsletter for Sunday 9th  November 2025         Sunday Readings Cycle C             Weekday Readings Cycle I 
Readings for the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica : Ezekiel 47:1-2,8-9,12; Ps 46;I Corinthians 3:9-11,6-17;John 2:13-22 
Psalm Response: The waters of a river give joy to God’s city, the holy place, the abode of the most high
Saturday      8th Nov 5.45pm 1st Mass of THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA – Remembrance Sunday
Sunday        9th Nov10.30am Mass of THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA – Remembrance Sunday
Monday     10th   Nov 9.15am Mass St. Leo the Great, pope 
Tuesday     11th Nov                         St. Martin of Tours, bishop
Wednesday12th Nov11.30am Mass St. Josaphat, bishop, martyr
Thursday   13th Nov     
Friday        14th Nov 1.00pm Mass (Macclesfield Hospital Chapel) 
Saturday    15th Nov 10.00am (Optional: St. Albert the Great, bishop, religious, Doctor of the Church) 

                       10.30-11.00am Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday    15th Nov 5.45pm 1st Mass of the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday      16th Nov 10.30am Mass of the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Readings for the 33rd Ordinary Sunday: Malachi 3:19-20; Psalm 98; 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12; Luke 21: 5-19

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS 2026
Today Sun 9th Nov: calling parent(s) with the children who are in Year 3 (8 years old & above before 31st Aug 2026) who 
wish for their children to prepare for Sacraments of 1st Forgiveness and 1st Holy Communion next year 2026:  a short 
meeting after Sunday morning Mass with the catechists Caroline Mottram & Anne O’Brien. 

NOVEMBER DECEASED REMEMBRANCE
The names of all the deceased of families & friends, fellow parishioners are put together to pray for them at every Mass. 
Bring a list of their names & place it in the ‘Holy Souls’ Folder on the altar,  for remembrance at every Mass together with 
all those whose names are inscribed in the Parish Book of Remembrance.

BLESSING GRAVES
Sun 16th Nov If you have buried your loved ones at Macclesfield Cemetery and never blessed the headstone (or have put in 
a new one) and wish it to be blessed, St. Edward’s parishioners are invited to join the St. Alban’s Clergy, Fr. Tomasz & 
Deacon Gyorgy & parishioners at 2:30pm by the Crematorium Chapel for a brief prayer service and the blessing of graves. 

REIMAGINE BAPTISM
Sat 29th Nov. at St. Joseph’s Tatton St. Petersgate, Stockport SK1 1EJ for catechists, teachers, parents  & parish leaders. 
Keynote talk by Abbot Hugh Allan O. Praem with workshops run by catechists & clergy.  Book your place by email:  
Natalie.Orefice@dioceseofshrewsbury.org  or Mobile| 07730 526826. Cost £10 & bring own lunch. 

MARTYN DONALDSON MUSIC TRUST
 Sat 22nd Nov 7.30pm at Macclesfield Methodist Church: a Choral & Orchestral Concert with the Macclesfield Community 
Choir & Occasional Musicians led by Nicola Bright. Tickets £10 adults, children £5 from 01625 433187 / 01625 615298

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL(PPC)
The PPC officers for the coming year were elected: Chair John Mears; Vice -Chair Chris Doyle; Sec. Caroline Mottram. 
The PPC also elected, as the constitution allows, two non-voting co opted members for 1 year: Patrick & Anne O ‘Brien.

THANK YOU for YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY 
 Last Sunday’s Collection   £148.80                  October Standing Orders (S/O) £584.00

GET IN TOUCH QUICKLY –IF YOU ARE SICK If you or your relative enters Macclesfield Hospital or the Hospice, let 
Fr. Peter know as soon as possible on Tel: 01625 423576 or email st.edmacc@gmail.com     If possible, contact before Fr. 
Peter makes his regular visits to the hospital on Tuesdays & Fridays

DIARY OF EVENTS
Next Sun 16th Nov 12noon: Baptism of Keissy Marie Wogram
Next Sun 16th Nov Collection for Clergy Education & Training Fund
Thurs 20th Nov 9.15am Mass in Christ the King Pr. School 
Sun 23rd Nov Solemnity of Christ the King
Sun 30th Nov 1st Sunday of Advent (Readings: Sundays Year A; Weekdays year II)
Tues 9th Dec. 7.00pm in the Community Room: Meeting of the PPC
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“DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME”: A memorial that is more than remembrance
 In 1998 the Catholic Bishops of England & Wales published “One Bread 
One Body”  - a teaching document on the Eucharist in the life of the 
Church - endeavoured to help us to understand more deeply what“ 
Memorial” means in the celebration of the Eucharist. 
You can read  & refer to the full document by clicking the link below.

https://cbcew.org.uk/plain/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2018/11/one-bread-
one-body-1998.pdf

  

No.32)   At the Last Supper, Jesus said to his apostles, 'Do this as a 
memorial of me.'64 Our use of the language of 'memorial' is rooted in the 
Last Supper, when 'Jesus gave the Passover Meal its definitive meaning.'65 
It was used by the ancient Fathers of the Church, by the great medieval 
theologians, and by the Council of Trent, as a way of expressing the 
relation between the once-for-all sacrifice of Christ and our celebration 
now of the Eucharist. 66 'Memorial' is a word that lies at the heart of the 
Eucharistic Prayers of East and West.

No.33)   What do we mean by a 'memorial'? At the Passover meal each year, the Jews celebrate a memorial of the Exodus. 
At the Last Supper, Christ gave the Passover celebration its full meaning. In doing so he entrusted to us a memorial of his 
own passion and resurrection. A biblical memorial is far more than simply calling to mind past events and their significance: 
in the liturgical celebration of these events, they become present and real.67 A memorial means at very least 'the making 
effective in the present of an event in the past.'68 Catholic use of the word 'memorial' in the Eucharist involves making 
effectively present here and now an event in the past. A memorial is a sacred gateway into living communion with God in 
his work for our salvation. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 'the Church's living memory',69 the saving events of the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ are recalled and made powerfully present for us.70 Their saving power touches our lives 
today, and through us can touch and transform the lives of all. Very much anchored in the present, we are united across time 
with the past, and indeed with the future, by the eternal Spirit of God, who is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow. The 
prayer O Sacrum Convivium, attributed to St Thomas Aquinas, acclaims this mystery of the Eucharist: 'O sacred banquet in 
which Christ is our food, his passion is recalled, the soul is filled with grace, and a pledge of the life to come is given to us.

No.36)    In the Eucharist, the Church powerfully and effectively 'proclaims the death of the Lord until he comes.'76 The 
sacrifice of Christ and the Eucharistic sacrifice are one single sacrifice. This means that through the Eucharist Christ's saving 
power reaches not only those gathered in celebration, but also all those in communion with us in any way, both the living 
and the dead. We offer the Eucharistic sacrifice 'for ourselves and those 
who are dear to us' and for 'those who have died and have gone before us 
marked with the sign of faith'.77 We ask our Father: remember and 
welcome not only our Christian brothers and sisters who have died, but 
also 'all the departed',78 'all who have left this world in your friendship,79 

'all the dead whose faith is known to you alone.'80 We pray that Christ's 
sacrifice, which has made our peace with the Father, may 'advance the 
peace and salvation of all the world.'81 We include among those who take 
part in our offering not only those present and all God's people, but also 
all who seek him with a sincere heart.82 We should come to Mass with all 
humanity and all creation in our heart, so that the joy of salvation may 
reach through our celebration to all the world. 

64) 1 Corinthians 11.24-25; Luke 22.19.   
65) Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1340; cf. no. 1334. 
66) Cf. Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC I), Elucidation (1979) no. 5. 
67) Cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1363.
68) Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC I), Eucharistic Doctrine, no. 5. 
69) Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.                                                                                        
70) Cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1104. 
76) 1 Corinthians 11.26 
77) Eucharistic Prayer I.  
78) Eucharistic Prayer II. 
79) Eucharistic Prayer III. 
80) Eucharistic Prayer IV. 
81) Eucharistic Prayer III. 
82) Eucharistic Prayer IV.

Detail from Caravaggio's Supper at Emmaus (1606)

The Carrying of the Cross by El Greco
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Wednesday 5th November 2025               Weekly Prayer Custom               The Parish Edition

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 9th November 2025
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica — John 2.13-22

As you pray for your loved ones, please remember to pray for the Church and for the families connected to our schools. 
St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church, pray for us. Mary, Star of Evangelisation, pray for us. Glory be to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Remember This Wednesday’s word for our families is ENTHUSIASM!
(To see the Family Version, please visit: wednesdayword.org)

Respond 
& 

Request

Thank God for any insight you may have received, and respond by asking the Holy Spirit 
to bless you with a spiritual gift or help you to grow in a particular fruit of the Spirit. 
You might pray for wisdom, courage, faithfulness, self-control, patience, generosity, joy, kindness, 
love, peace, faith, chastity - or another grace - to help you live out your faith this week.

Did any words or phrases stand out to you in the Gospel? If so, take a few moments to meditate on them.

Just before the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people selling 
cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the money changers sitting at their counters there. Making a whip out of some cord, 
he drove them all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well, scattered the money changers’ coins, knocked their 
tables over and said to the pigeon-sellers, ‘Take all this out of here and stop turning my Father’s house into a market.’ 
Then his disciples remembered the words of scripture: Zeal for your house will devour me. The Jews intervened and said, 
‘What sign can you show us to justify what you have done?’ Jesus answered, ‘Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days 
I will raise it up.’ The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this sanctuary: are you going to raise it up in 
three days?’ But he was speaking of the sanctuary that was his body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the scripture and the words he had said.

Read This Sunday’s Gospel : REBUILDING THE TEMPLE

Reflect Now read the Gospel again and consider what the Lord might be saying to you, or asking of 
you, through it. Then continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection...

The Temple at Jerusalem was an amazing complex of buildings, covering the area of 20 football pitches. At the 
end of the 46 years of construction, 38,000 workers were made redundant. And Jesus says he will re-build ‘this Temple’ 
in three days! In the Gospel of John Jesus often plays with misunderstanding (‘living water’, ‘born again’, ‘true bread’) 
to reach a deeper meaning. So the Temple was only the symbol of Jesus himself, the meeting-place between God and 
human beings, the channel of divine life. The really important Temple is the Risen Christ, filled with the Spirit which 
also gives the same life to the Church. The Feast of the Lateran Basilica is the feast of the one life of the whole Church, 
in which the Risen Christ promised that he would always be present, strengthening the whole. Of that presence and that 
corner-stone, and the unity which it provides to the Church, the Bishop of Rome is the symbol. The symbolic ‘rubbishing’ 
of the Jerusalem Temple by Jesus reminds us that it is a Church of sinners, always in need of purification, of throwing out 
the rubbish and letting the fresh air in through the windows.
What can be done to further the unity of the Christian Church?

� Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

Rest Now call to mind the Lord’s love for you, remembering that through this scripture the Lord  
is truly present. Then silently and prayerfully listen for God’s voice and rest in God’s love.

Relax Make the Sign of the Cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Then read the 
Gospel — preferably aloud and slowly — paying attention to any words that stand out to you.



Wednesday 
Word Plus

 If you’d like to spend more prayerful time with God through the First and Second Readings, follow
the same process for praying with the Gospel (overleaf). Gently place the First or Second Reading and 

Fr Henry’s reflection into that same prayerful rhythm for more fruitful meditation with God’s Word.

The Wednesday Word TM © Copyright 2025. A registered Charity in England and Wales No.1125628 and a Limited Company No. 06608122 wednesdayword.org

The Wednesday Word:The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School and Parish through the Word of God Connecting Home, School and Parish through the Word of God

the whole building may collapse! Every stone rests on another and 
forms the basis for a further stone. But it isn’t the building of stone and 
metal, the solid Basilica, that matters, but the living stones which make 
it functional. The point of this building is that it is a living and breathing 
building, heaving and bursting with life, each stone winking at each 
other and breathing in unison, because it lives with the life breathed 
into it by the Spirit of God. Paul writes all this to the Christian community 
at Corinth, an extraordinarily disunited and disparate group (dockers 
and professors, magistrates, athletes, teachers and slaves) to remind 
them that they form a single building on the foundation-stone which is 
Christ. If they, with all their quirks and oddities, could constitute a single 
building with one common purpose, any community can manage it!
What are you doing about building blocks that don’t quite fit 
your plan?

You are God’s building. By the grace God gave me, I succeeded 
as an architect and laid the foundations, on which someone else 
is doing the building. Everyone doing the building must work 
carefully. For the foundation, nobody can lay any other than the 
one which has already been laid, that is Jesus Christ. Didn’t you 
realise that you were God’s temple and that the Spirit of God 
was living among you? If anybody should destroy the temple of 
God, God will destroy him, because the temple of God is sacred; 
and you are that temple. 

In the Bible there are many enlivening images of the Church (a flock of 
sheep, a vineyard, a cultivated field) and here St Paul uses the image 
of a building. Each stone makes its own contribution. Pull one out and 

...they form a single building on the 
foundation-stone which is Christ.

1 Corinthians 3.9-11. 16-17

Second Reading: The Master Builder

First Reading: The Water of Life

wither and fruit that never fails; they will bear new fruit every 
month, because this water comes from the sanctuary. And their 
fruit will be good to eat and the leaves medicinal.’

In a hot, arid country water is an obvious sign of life. Even in Britain many 
people carry a bottle of water with them! Ezekiel presents a marvellous 
picture of water flowing from the Temple. The water brings life and 
fertility to the wastelands and dusty deserts, and even to the hot, salty, 
smelly Dead Sea. It brings unexpected and unbelievable beauty and 
fruitfulness to what had been useless and infertile. Ezekiel meant this 
as an image of all the richness and productiveness which would flow 
from the new Temple at Jerusalem. The Lateran Basilica in Rome (not 
St Peter’s) is the Pope’s own church, and so the sign of the unity of the 
Church built on the apostles, a unity sealed by union with the Bishop of 
Rome, the successor of Peter. On this feast  of that Lateran Basilica, the 
Church applies this image to the fruitfulness which the Church brings to 
all life. Do I see the tradition of the Church as bringing life and richness 
to all activity and being? As a representative of the Church am I seen as 
enriching life, a messenger of good news?
Does your local Church community really enrich the surrounding 
society?

Ezekiel 47.1-2. 8-9. 12 
The angel brought me to the entrance of the Temple, where a 
stream came out from under the Temple threshold and flowed 
eastwards, since the Temple faced east. The water flowed from 
under the right side of the Temple, south of the altar. He took me 
out by the north gate and led me right round outside as far as 
the outer east gate where the water flowed out on the right-hand 
side. The man went to the east holding his measuring line and 
measured off a thousand cubits; he then made me wade across the 
stream; the water reached my ankles. He measured off another 
thousand and made me wade across the stream again; the water 
reached my knees. He measured off another thousand and made 
me wade across again; the water reached my waist. He measured 
off another thousand; it was now a river which I could not cross; 
the stream had swollen and was now deep water, a river impossible 
to cross. He then said, ‘Do you see, son of man?’ He took me 
further, then brought me back to the bank of the river. When I got 
back, there were many trees on each bank of the river. He said, 
‘This water flows east down to the Arabah and to the sea; and 
flowing into the sea it makes its waters wholesome. Wherever 
the river flows, all living creatures teeming in it will live. Fish will 
be very plentiful, for wherever the water goes it brings health, 
and life teems wherever the river flows. Along the river, on either 
bank, will grow every kind of fruit tree with leaves that never 


