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Readings for 19th Ordinary Sunday Wisdom 18:6-9; Psalm 32; Hebrews11: 1-2,8-12; Luke 12: 32-48 

Saturday       6th Aug  5.30pm 1st Mass of the 19th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME  

Sunday         7th  Aug 10.30am 19th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME                

Monday        8th  Aug  9.30am Mass   St. Dominic, priest, religious founder 

Tuesday        9th  Aug                          FEAST: ST. TERESA BENEDICTA (Edith Stein) religious, martyr,                      

Wednesday  10th Aug 11.30pm Mass FEAST: ST. LAWRENCE, deacon, martyr 

Thursday      11th Aug         St. Clare, religious founder 

Friday           12th Aug 11.30am Mass (optional: St. Jane Frances de Chantal, widow, religious founder)                                                

Saturday       13th Aug    5.30pm 1st Mass of the Holyday: The Assumption of the B.V. Mary 

Sunday          14th Aug 10.30am Mass of the Holyday: The Assumption of the B.V. Mary 

Readings for the Assumption of BVM  Apocalypse 11:19,12: 1-6,10; Ps 44; 1Corinthians 15:20-26;Luke 1:39-56  
  

A face mask/ covering is not essential but is recommended in the church & community Room for the present. 

Hand sanitizing continues to be desirable. Care for safe physical distancing for oneself & fellow worshippers is 

still needed-especially not placing oneself directly behind another worshipper. 
        

 

WELCOME into the CHURCH COMMUNITY 

Today (Sunday at 12noon) Reuben Teague Proctor, son of Francesca & Alex Proctor will baptised and welcomed 

into the community of Jesus’ disciples 
 

SATURDAY MASS TIME 

The increased attendance at Macclesfield Town FC matches, may force putting back the Saturday Mass time to 

6.00pm.The first indication whether to change or not will be the season’s first home match next Sat 13th August. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS GIVING    

Last Sunday’s Offertory £142.50     Donation: £180.00 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL RENEWAL of MEMBERSHIP 

No objection has been raised in regard to the proposal. So at the end of August the renewal of membership as 

proposed will go ahead: the number of elected PPC members are reduced this coming year to 6 with new 

nominations for 3 persons for a 3 year term; the remaining 3 will be drawn from the existing 6 remaining members 

by mutual agreement. 
 

PIETY STALL 

The stall at the rear of the church has recently been sorted & cleared. Ann O’Brien has kindly offered to look after it 

and to open it for selling devotional items. Many thanks to Anne Unwin for the many years of looking after the shop. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING 

Thurs 1st Sept 10.00am Volunteers are invited to join Judy B, Sarina B & Ann O’B to give the church a good clean  
 

RESOURCES from the ANSCOMBE BIOETHICS CENTRE 

The Anscombe Bioethics Centre has new website with resources to benefit parishioners especially, doctors, nurses, 

or others who work or study in fields related to health &social care. Take advantage & access their work through 

their website: https://www.bioethics.org.uk  or subscribe to a free monthly digest at  https://bit.ly/ABC-Subscribe 

 

FOOD BANK 

The Food Bank is asking  at the moment for help especially for tinned peaches, tinned custard tinned, rice pudding, 

biscuits, bagged rice, instant mashed potatoes, cordial & toilet rolls. 
 

GET IN TOUCH QUICKLY –IF YOU ARE SICK If you or your relative enters Macclesfield Hospital let Fr. 

Peter know as soon as possible tel: 01625 423576 or by e-mail st.edmacc@gmail.com 
 

DIARY of EVENTS 

- Sun 28th Aug Start of nominations for new PPC members  

- Mon 29th Aug Late Summer Public Holiday 

- Mon 5th Sept   New term start of Christ the King Pr. Sch & All Hallows College (whole school) 

- Mon 19th Sept 7.30pm Parish Pastoral Council meeting 

- Sat  24th Sept   Nominations for 3 new members announced 
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The Anscombe Centre’s Bioethics in Brief: Withdrawing and Refusing Treatment 
Withdrawing or refusing life-saving or life-sustaining treatment is not a decision to be taken lightly. Human beings are 

created in the image and likeness of God and our lives have intrinsic value. As such, we have a general duty to preserve and defend 

life. When a life-sustaining treatment we require is effective and does not present undue burdens to ourselves or to others, then 

generally we ought to accept it. Such treatment is often called ordinary means. 

 

On some occasions, however, treatment may cease to be effective (i.e., it is now futile), or the treatment may be 

excessively burdensome, or perhaps it promises fewer benefits than the burdens it entails. For example, an ailing person may 

benefit very marginally from surgery – the procedure might extend his life by a few months, but will leave him weakened and in 

a lot of pain. In such cases treatment is no longer obligatory and can be refused. Such treatment is often called extraordinary 

means. The Catechism of the Catholic Church (§2278) reminds us that to forgo extraordinary means is legitimate as it is ‘the 

refusal of “over-zealous treatment”. Here one does not will to cause death; one’s inability to impede it is merely accepted’. 

 

The burdens of treatment may take a variety of different forms. Physical pain and suffering may be the most obvious, but 

psychological and emotional burdens of treatment should also be considered, as well as financial cost (see question below on this 

specific issue). Note that while extraordinary means are by definition not obligatory, this does not mean it is necessarily wrong to 

choose to undergo them. One may have good reasons for continuing extraordinary means for some time – such as to do something 

important for one’s family or to be present for a major life event. 
 

The distinction between ordinary and extraordinary means is a moral one, not solely a medical one. In general, it is not 

about the nature of a particular procedure or drug, and how conventional it is, that makes it ordinary or extraordinary means. It is, 

rather, about weighing up its beneficial effects for a particular patient in his or her particular condition, along with that patient’s 

ability to withstand any side-effects and shoulder its different burdens. To be done morally, this type of ‘weighing up’ should 

focus on whether the relevant benefit(s) are proportionate to the burdens that will be incurred. What cannot be ‘weighed’ up is the 

fundamental importance of human life and/or the wrong involved in choosing to end life, i.e., choosing to kill. 

 

Hence, a patient’s situation must be evaluated on a case-by-case basis, and often it is only the patient who can truly say 

whether a treatment’s burdens are too much to bear or not. The same treatment might be ordinary means for one person, who may 

be better able to withstand its side-effects due to age and physical fitness, and extraordinary means for another person, because it 

is disproportionately burdensome in comparison with its promised benefits.  

 

A special case, however, is food and water. Even when administered via clinical means (e.g., a feeding tube), food and 

water are not medical treatment, but are part of the ordinary care – just like hygiene and shelter – to which every person is entitled. 

Pope St John Paul II confirmed this teaching in a 2004 address, stating that providing food and water is ‘in principle, ordinary and 

proportionate, and as such morally obligatory’. Such care must therefore not be withheld from patients. The only exception to this 

involves limited cases such as where the food cannot properly fulfil its function, e.g., in cases where a patient’s body can no longer 

ingest food or cannot do so without undue discomfort or when it will not in fact extend life. This may be the case when a patient 

is close to death. 
 

Euthanasia not only concerns the means of ending a patient’s life (i.e., an act which is done or not done), but also the intention of 

the moral agent (i.e., intending to cause death). If life-sustaining treatment (or tube-feeding) is withdrawn with the intention of 

shortening the patient’s life, then this is a form of euthanasia. 

 

However, if life-sustaining treatment is withheld or withdrawn simply because the doctor and the patient genuinely 

consider that course of treatment to be extraordinary means and disproportionately burdensome, then this is not euthanasia. The 

intention is not to cause death, but to let the patient avoid the disproportionate burdens of treatment. Though death may come 

more quickly as a result of treatment being forgone, this is merely foreseen, and is not part of the doctor’s or patient’s intention. 

A patient’s quality of life has a legitimate role to play in the decision to withhold, withdraw or refuse treatment. However, quality 

of life considerations can also be misused. 

 

A legitimate use would be to consider how a patient’s long-term quality of life affects their ability to benefit from a particular 

treatment, which in turn would inform the weighing up of the benefits and burdens of treatment. For example, a poor long-term 

quality of life might limit the overall benefits that a treatment can bring, and make it more likely that such treatment is 

disproportionate if it is also burdensome. 

 

Note that in such a scenario, the judgement of extraordinary (or disproportionate) means is made only by assessing the 

benefits and burdens of the proposed treatment, and quality of life is used to aid this assessment. What is not legitimate, by 

contrast, is to think that treatment is no longer needed or is futile because the patient’s continued life is of less value than other 

lives by virtue of being of poorer quality. This would be a misuse of quality of life considerations as it would amount to judging 

some lives as of lesser value than others. 

 

Once we start thinking in such terms as ‘the patient cannot benefit from living’ or ‘it is in their best interests to die’ then 

we have begun to judge that the patient’s life, and thus they themselves, are of less value than other persons. That judgment is 

false and unjust: all human beings and human lives are fundamentally equal in moral worth (i.e., equal in human dignity). Patients 

and their carers can legitimately judge whether a treatment is worthwhile, but not whether human life itself is worthwhile. Life 

has an intrinsic dignity which is never taken away even by poor quality of life. While treatment can indeed be withdrawn in some 

cases, acknowledging this is not the same thing as denying that human life is always a good thing in itself. 
 

The moral importance of every human being is intrinsic and cannot be taken away or diminished by financial considerations. So 

even when we consider the financial cost of treatment, once again our moral reasoning must be about judging the worthwhileness 

of treatment, not whether the person’s life (i.e., they themselves) possesses value or not…………. 
 

Go to https://www.bioethics.org.uk and search for educational resources/bioethics in brief for more topics  

https://www.bioethics.org.uk/


 
 

Encounter ing Chr is t          
Prayerfully preparing for the 

Sunday Mass  
 
Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 7th August 2022 - The Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

1 Relax & Remember 
 

Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps 

light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for you. 

Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and pay attention 

to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God. 

 
 

2 Read 
 

Taken from the Gospel for 7th August 2022 (Luke 12:35-40): Being Ready for the Master’s Return 

Jesus said to his disciples: “See that you are dressed for action and have your lamps lit. Be like men waiting for 

their master to return from the wedding feast, ready to open the door as soon as he comes and knocks. Happy 

those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. I tell you solemnly, he will put on an apron, sit them 

down at table and wait on them. It may be in the second watch he comes, or in the third, but happy those servants 

if he finds them ready. You may be quite sure of this, that if the householder had known at what hour the burglar 

would come, he would not have let anyone break through the wall of his house. You too must stand ready, because 

the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
 
 

3 Reflect 

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection. 
Just before the reading above, Jesus has warned in St Luke’s Gospel about the peril of worldly possession. This is a 
danger about which Luke, writing to a prosperous audience, continually reminds his audience. Then Jesus issues a series 
of exhortations to be alert for the final meeting with the Lord, and a series of blessings on those who are so ready. Luke 
does not have a great scene of a universal final judgement (as Matthew’s Gospel does with the parable of the sheep and the 
goats). For Luke there is no need to wait for a great final judgement scene at the end of the world; instead, with his Greek 
frame of mind, he is more interested in the individual judgement (for each of these parables concerns a single individual 
who is rewarded or punished). This is fully compatible with the notion that each individual’s final judgement is at death, 
rather than all together at the end of the world. Most wonderful and startling is the promise (suggested by today’s parable) 
that, after the Master’s return at the judgement, he will himself serve the faithful servants. 
How may we best be “ready” for the return of the Lord? 

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 
 
 

4 Respond & Request 
 

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general. 

Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help 

you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember 

to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph. 

 
 

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church 

Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph 
 

www.wednesdayword.org 



WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS 
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 7th August 2022 
 
 
 

First Reading: A Contrast between Israel and Egypt 
 

Wisdom 18:6-9 
That night had been foretold to our ancestors, so that, once they 

saw what kind of oaths they had put their trust in they would 

joyfully take courage. This was the expectation of your people, 

the saving of the virtuous and the ruin of their enemies; for by the 

same act with which you took vengeance on our foes you made 

us glorious by calling us to you. The devout children of worthy 

men offered sacrifice in secret and this divine pact they struck 

with one accord: that the saints would share the same blessings 

and dangers alike; and forthwith they had begun to chant the 

hymns of the fathers. 

 

The Book of Wisdom is possibly the latest book of the Old Testament, written 

not in Hebrew but in Greek, for the Greek-speaking Jews of Alexandria, 

just a few years before the birth of Jesus. The book is written against the 

background of considerable hostility between the Jews and the Egyptians. 

It vigorously attacks the Egyptian worship of idols and especially of sacred 

animals, but is also vividly aware of Israel’s vocation to bring salvation to 

the whole world. The final section of the book, from which this reading is 

drawn, makes a series of rhetorical contrasts between the Egyptians and 

the Israelites at the time of the Exodus. At the very moment at which the 

Israelites were being delivered from Egypt, the Egyptians themselves were 

undergoing the destruction of the first-born. The promises to Abraham to 

make his children God’s people were being fulfilled, while their enemies were 

being punished. This was the moment of the Passover when Israel offered 

sacrifice and agreed to the divine Law. Most first readings relate to the gospel 

reading; however, this reading prepares for the second reading, which is a 

meditation on the journey of God’s People. For Christians the Passover of the 

Lord is the Eucharist. 

How are God’s promises fulfilled in the Eucharist? 

 
 
 

Second Reading: The People of God on Pilgrimage 
 

Hebrews 11:1-2. 8-12 
Only faith can guarantee the blessings that we hope for, or prove 

the existence of the realities that at present remain unseen. It 

was for faith that our ancestors were commended. It was by faith 

that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a country that was 

the inheritance given to him and his descendants, and that he 

set out without knowing where he was going. By faith he arrived, 

as a foreigner, in the Promised Land, and lived there as if in a 

strange country, with Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him 

of the same promise. They lived there in tents while he looked 

forward to a city founded, designed and built by God. It was 

equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being past the age, was 

made able to conceive, because she believed that he who had 

made the promise would be faithful to it. Because of this, there 

came from one man, and one who was already as good as dead 

himself, more descendants than could be counted, as many as 

the stars of heaven or the grains of sand on the seashore. 

 

The Sunday reading of the Letter to the Hebrews is divided between Years 

B and C. The author of the letter is unknown; there is no reason to think that 

it was written by St Paul. Its purpose was to strengthen Jewish priests who 

had joined the Christian community and were yearning for the sacred rites 

of Judaism. So it sets out to show that the rites of Christianity are superior. 

This year we have four readings from the later part of the letter, of which this 

reading is the first. The principal theme is the journey of the People of God 

in faith. The faithfulness of the ancestors of Israel, as they journeyed in faith 

through trials and difficulties, reliant in turn on God’s faithfulness, is still an 

inspiration. Outstanding among their acts of faithful obedience was Abraham 

willingness to sacrifice his only-begotten son, Isaac, seen by the Church as a 

foretaste of God’s willingness to sacrifice his only-begotten Son to reconcile 

the world by his obedience. But whereas the resting place which Israel 

reached (the Promised Land of Israel) was not their final heavenly homeland, 

the Christian People of God is on pilgrimage to the final place of rest. 

What is it that nourishes and sustains our faith as the People of God? 

 
 

The principal theme is the journey of the People of God in faith. 
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