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Readings for the Assumption of BVM  Apocalypse 11:19,12: 1-6,10; Ps 44; 1Corinthians 15:20-26;Luke 1:39-56  

Saturday       13th Aug  5.30pm 1st Mass of the HOLYDAY: The ASSUMPTION of the BL. VIRGIN MARY  

Sunday         14th  Aug 10.30am Mass of the HOLYDAY: The ASSUMPTION of the BL. VIRGIN MARY               

Monday        15th  Aug  9.30am Mass    

Tuesday        16th  Aug                (optional: St. Stephen of Hungary, ruler)                           

Wednesday   17th Aug No Mass 

Thursday      18th Aug            

Friday           19th Aug No Mass   (optional: St. John Eudes, priest, missionary, religious founder)                                             

Saturday       20th Aug    5.30pm 1st Mass of the 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sunday         21st Aug 10.30am Mass of  the 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings for the 21st Ordinary Sunday Isaiah 66:8-21; Psalm 116: Hebrews 12:5-7,11-13; Luke 13:22-30 

 

A face mask/ covering is not essential but is recommended in the church & community Room for the present. 

Hand sanitizing continues to be desirable. Care for safe physical distancing for oneself & fellow worshippers is 

still needed-especially not placing oneself directly behind another worshipper. 
        

 

SATURDAY MASS TIME 

The increased attendance at Macclesfield Town FC matches, may force putting back the Saturday Mass time to 

6.00pm.The first indication whether to change or not will be the season’s first home match this Sat 13th August. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS GIVING    

Last Sunday’s Offertory £184.30     S/O July £841.00 

 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL RENEWAL of MEMBERSHIP 

The renewal of membership as proposed will go ahead  at the end of the month as there are no objections : the 

number of elected PPC members are reduced this coming year to 6 with new nominations for 3 persons for a 3 year 

term; the remaining 3 will be drawn from the existing 6 remaining members by mutual agreement. 
 

PIETY STALL 

The stall at the rear of the church has recently been sorted & cleared. Ann O’Brien has kindly offered to look after it 

and to open it for selling devotional items. Many thanks to Anne Unwin for the many years of looking after the shop. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING 

Thurs 1st Sept 10.00am Volunteers are invited to join Judy B, Sarina B & Ann O’B to give the church a good clean  
 

FOOD BANK 

The Food Bank is asking at the moment for help especially for tinned peaches, tinned custard tinned, rice pudding, 

biscuits, bagged rice, instant mashed potatoes, cordial & toilet rolls. 
 

MARTYN DONALDSON MUSIC TRUST CONCERT 

10th Sept 7.30pm at the Macclesfield Methodist Church MDMT presents its first concert since 2018 on its 20th 

Anniversary. Welcome to an exciting choral & orchestral programme delivered with passion by the singers & 

players after 4 long years wait . Tickets £10 adults & £5 children from 01625 433187/615298 
 

GET IN TOUCH QUICKLY –IF YOU ARE SICK If you or your relative enters Macclesfield Hospital let Fr. 

Peter know as soon as possible tel: 01625 423576 or by e-mail st.edmacc@gmail.com 
 

DIARY of EVENTS 

- Sun 28th Aug  Start of nominations for new PPC members  

- Mon 29thAug  Late Summer Public Holiday 

- Mon 5th  Sept  New term start of Christ the King Pr. Sch & All Hallows College (whole school) 

- Sun 18th Sept Evangelii Gaudium Sunday ( formerly Home Mission Sunday) 

- Mon 19th Sept 7.30pm Parish Pastoral Council meeting 

- Sat  24th Sept  Nominations for 3 new members announced 

- Sun 9th Sept    CAFOD Harvest Collection 

- Sun 9th  Oct.   Putative Parish A.G.M. 

- Sun 15th Oct   Putative Parish Feast Day 

- Sun 23rd Oct   World Mission Sunday 
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THE ASSUMPTION MADE SENSE TO ST. JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 

Even as a Protestant, Saint John Henry Newman had a high view of 

the Lord’s Mother. He knew the Scriptures inside out, and the Church 

Fathers as well. That made the Assumption a  matter for him when he 

became a Catholic, even though it wasn’t yet a defined dogma. The great 

thing about him in this case is that he shows how the dogma fits everything 

else. It’s not a devotional add-on to the Faith, but part of God’s great story. 
 

Newman had been one of the stars of the Church of England, and he 

gave that up to become a Catholic. He entered the Catholic Church in 1845, 

at the age of 44. Pope Benedict XVI beatified him in 2010. He’s the 

consensus greatest theologian to write in English. 

 

The biblical story points to the Assumption 

As Newman says often in his writings, God’s revelation is a whole, a complete thing, with all the parts 

related to all the others. The Scriptures don’t mention the Assumption, but lots of things in the biblical story point to 

it. He saw something of this as a Protestant minister. “Who can estimate the holiness and perfection of her, who was 

chosen to be the Mother of Christ?” he said in a sermon delivered in 1835. The implied answer is that none of us can 

estimate it, because it’s so great. We’re not holy enough to have any idea how holy was the woman God prepared to 

be the Mother of His Son. But we know from the Gospel story that she will be supremely holy. 
 

Not everyone gets this. One of Newman’s fellow Anglicans once said that Mary was only “the delivery 

system” by which Christ became incarnate. After his birth, he said, she didn’t matter anymore. He would have said 

the Assumption was complete nonsense, had he been asked. 
 

But Newman got it, because he knew the Scriptures so well. Even as an Anglican, he saw that because “the 

Creator Spirit condescended to overshadow [Mary] with His miraculous presence,” she would have a “transcendent 

purity.” Then he asked: “What must have been her gifts, who was chosen to be the only near earthly relative of the 

Son of God, the only one whom He was bound by nature to revere and look up to; the one appointed to train and 

educate Him, to instruct Him day by day, as He grew in wisdom and stature?” He doesn’t answer the question, 

because he thinks the answer’s obvious: Her gifts were huge, great, vast. The matter goes even deeper, he adds. 

What, he asks, “was the sanctified state of that human nature, of which God formed His sinless Son”? He quotes 

God speaking in Job, saying “nothing can bring a clean thing out of an unclean.” In other words, to bear the perfect 

sinless Son of God, Mary must be sinless herself — as Catholics would say, immaculately conceived. 
 

The Assumption 

You can see why when Newman became a Catholic, the Assumption made perfect sense to him. He saw that 

Mary, being the Mother of God, would get everything Her Son had to give. In particular, that she’d get everything 

he’d given others. You can find much of his writing on Mary in his wonderful book Meditations & Devotions. You 

can find more of his reflections in a modern collection called The Mystical Rose. This is one of the ways God gave 

Mary what he gave others. Matthew’s Gospel tells us that at the Resurrection many of the saints rose from the dead 

and walked into Jerusalem. “The holy Prophets, Priests, and Kings of former times rose again in anticipation of the 

last day,” Newman writes. Then he says: “Can we suppose that Abraham, or David, or Isaiah, or Ezekiel, should 

have been thus favoured, and not God’s own Mother?” Obviously no. Had she not a claim on the love of her Son to 

have what any others had? Was she not nearer to Him than the greatest of the Saints before her? And is it 

conceivable that the law of the grave should admit of relaxation in their case, and not in hers? Therefore we 

confidently say that our Lord, having preserved her from sin and the consequences of sin by His Passion, lost no 

time in pouring out the full merits of that Passion upon her body as well as her soul. 

He saw other reasons to believe in the Assumption from Scripture alone. For one, God had created Adam 

and Eve without sin. They would not have “crumbled into dust” if they hadn’t sinned. Having never sinned, Mary 

“retained the gift which Eve by sinning lost.” To put it simply: If Mary is the New Eve, she would be assumed into 

Heaven. 

In other words, if you believe what all Christians believe, even if you’re not Catholic, you should believe that as 

Pope Pius XI  declared in 1950: “The Immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the 

course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.” 

 

What the Assumption meant to him 

But what did the Assumption mean to Newman? He didn’t write anything directly devotional or personal 

about it, but we get hints from his other writings. Here’s a hint in which Newman  talks about the power of prayer to 

change this world. “This is why the Blessed Virgin is called Powerful — nay, sometimes, All-powerful, because she 

has, more than anyone else, more than all Angels and Saints, this great, prevailing gift of prayer,” he says. No one 

has access to the Almighty as His Mother has; none has merit such as hers. Her Son will deny her nothing that she 

asks; and herein lies her power. While she defends the Church, neither height nor depth, neither men nor evil spirits, 

neither great monarchs, nor craft of man, nor popular violence, can avail to harm us; for human life is short, but 

Mary reigns above, a Queen for ever. 



 

Encounter ing Chr is t 
Prayerfully preparing for the 

Sunday Mass  

   T h e P a r i s h V e r s i o n  

 
Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 14th August 2022 - Solemnity of the Assumption of Our Lady 
 

1 Relax & Remember 
 

Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps 

light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for 

you. Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and pay 

attention to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God. 

 

2 Read 
 

Taken from the Gospel for 14th August 2022 (Luke 1:39-56): Mary’s Visit to Elizabeth 
Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. 

Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud 

cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the 

mother of my Lord? From the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed 

that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’ 

And Mary said: ‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord and my spirit exults in God my saviour; because he has looked upon his lowly 

handmaid. Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me blessed, for the Almighty has done great things for me. Holy is his name, and 

his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear him. He has shown the power of his arm, he has routed the proud of heart. He has pulled 

down princes from their thrones and exalted the lowly. The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent empty away. He has come to 

the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his mercy - according to the promise he made to our ancestors - of his mercy to Abraham and to his 

descendants for ever.’ Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back home. 

 
 

3 Reflect 
 

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection. 
The core of this gospel reading is Mary’s canticle of thanksgiving for God’s gifts to her. It is, however, fitting that, on the Feast of the bodily 
Assumption of Mary, it should begin with her bodily attention to the bodily needs of her elderly relative. With her own baby on the way, she 

would have plenty of other priorities, making her long journey a real act of kindness. Her canticle, sung daily in the liturgy of Evening Prayer, 
sums up God’s faithfulness to his promises, focussed on his gifts to this simple peasant girl. It combines a wonderful sense of the holiness 

of God with warmth of gratitude, showing the thoughts that revolved constantly in Mary’s mind. As is fitting in the mouth of a girl whose 

only knowledge of books was the Bible, Mary’s song is a texture of scriptural phrases. We cannot assume that Luke wrote it down at Mary’s 
dictation, for putting words in the mouth of his characters is a feature of Luke the historian; but it must reflect her thinking. If any theme 

resounds again and again throughout the Bible, it is God’s care for the poor, for the simple and for those in need. It is this which sets the 
Hebraeo-Christian tradition apart from the ways of the world. 

What was Mary thinking as she walked to Elizabeth’s home and back again? How may we in our daily lives show gratitude 

and give praise to God? 

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 
 
 

4 Respond & Request 
 

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general. 

Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help 

you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember 

to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph. 

 
 
The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church 

Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph 
 

www.wednesdayword.org 



WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS 
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 14th August 2022 
 
 

First Reading: The Woman Robed with the Sun 
 

Revelation 11:19; 12:1-6.10 
The sanctuary of God in heaven opened, and the ark of the 

covenant could be seen inside it. Now a great sign appeared in 

heaven: a woman, adorned with the sun, standing on the moon, 

and with the twelve stars on her head for a crown. She was 

pregnant, and in labour, crying aloud in the pangs of childbirth. 

Then a second sign appeared in the sky, a huge red dragon which 

had seven heads and ten horns, and each of the seven heads 

crowned with a coronet. Its tail dragged a third of the stars from 

the sky and dropped them to the earth, and the dragon stopped 

in front of the woman as she was having the child, so that he 

could eat it as soon as it was born from its mother. The woman 

brought a male child into the world, the son who was to rule all 

the nations with an iron sceptre, and the child was taken straight 

up to God and to his throne, while the woman escaped into the 

desert, where God had made a place of safety ready. Then I heard 

a voice shout from heaven, ‘Victory and power and empire for 

ever have been won by our God, and all authority for his Christ.’ 

 
 

This vision of the Woman giving birth and of the huge red Dragon is 

bewilderingly rich in biblical symbolism. The context of the Book of 

Revelation is the struggle between the Church and the demands of 

Roman paganism, particularly the demand that all should worship the 

Emperor as God. The purpose of Revelation is to reassure the faithful 

of victory, despite the threat of martyrdom. The Woman represents 

Israel, the people of God, who gives birth to a son, the true ruler of 

the universe. The Dragon, of great sagacity and immense power, is 

the Roman Empire. The Son is unhesitatingly whipped up to heaven, 

frustrating the evil Dragon of its prey and issuing immediately in the 

hymn of triumph. The perspective is, of course, foreshortened, omitting 

the details of Christ’s earthly life, to show the certainty of the Son’s 

triumph. Secondarily, tradition sees in the Woman the earthly mother 

of the Saviour, Mary, mother of Jesus and mother of the Church, 

who triumphs over all the powers of evil. The secondary symbolism, 

therefore, is that Mary is the great sign in heaven of triumph over evil. 

Evil has no hold on Mary, and her children are sure of victory. 

What does this reading have to say to us about Mary? 

 
 
 

Second Reading: Christ, First-born from the Dead 
 

1 Corinthians 15:20-26 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who 

have fallen asleep. Death came through one man and in the same 

way the resurrection of the dead has come through one man. Just 

as all men die in Adam, so all men will be brought to life in Christ; 

but all of them in their proper order: Christ as the first-fruits and 

then, after the coming of Christ, those who belong to him. After 

that will come the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God 

the Father, having done away with every sovereignty, authority 

and power. For he must be king until he has put all his enemies 

under his feet and the last of the enemies to be destroyed is 

death, for everything is to be put under his feet. 

 
 
 

   Mary goes ahead of us all 
and leads the way. 

 
 

On the Festival of the Assumption of Mary it is important to get 

things in the right order. Christ is the first-born from the dead. In 

him all will be brought to life, but all in their proper order. Mary is 

the first after her Son, and raised by her Son because she is part of 

his Body, the Church. The perfection of the Mother of the Saviour is 

won for her by her Son. He draws her after him in his retinue. In this 

chapter Paul is teaching about bodily resurrection. This is not merely 

immortality of the soul, but the resurrection of the whole person, an 

animated body, not a soul hidden in a body. Bodily resurrection is 

particularly fitting when we consider Mary, the physical mother of 

Jesus, who gave to him her genes, her personality, her features and 

her talents. If any son takes after his mother physically, it must have 

been Jesus. The declaration by the Church of the Assumption of 

Mary is an assertion of the saving value of all our activity, the healing 

touch, the conquest of pain, exhaustion, moodiness and physical 

temptation in all its forms. That is why Mary goes ahead of us all and 

leads the way to full resurrection. 

Jesus got both his genes and his training from Mary. So what 

would it have been like to meet her? How would you explain to 

someone the Church’s teaching on the Resurrection and how 

this connects with our teaching on the Assumption? 
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